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Pastimes

Rosie Corkill, owner of 
Pastimes at  87 Tasman 
Street in Opunake, recently 
announced that her much-
loved books and stationery 
shop is closing. Rosie opened 
her shop in November 2001 
and her loss to the Coast will 
be considerable. Pastime’s 
fi nal day will be Monday 31 
of July.

Rosie says she will miss 
the shop and that her staff 
over the years has been a real 
asset. “I’ve had the best staff. 
I would like to acknowledge 
all the fantastic staff I have 
worked with for all their 
hard work.” In particular 
she mentions Sheryl Roach, 
a staff member “for any 
years.” Her fi nal dedicated 
and friendly staff included 
Karen Dey, Beryl McEwan 
and Kim Gatenby.

As well  as books and 
stationery, also on display 
were toys, and wide range of 
quality gifts, jewellery, postal 
services, car registration and 
so much more.

 Rosie hopes many people 
will call by for celebratory 
barbecue and catchup, to 
be held outside Pastimes, 
which will start at 10am 
and continue until 1pm on 
Saturday July 29.

While her time as owner 
o f  Pas t imes  ha s  been 
overwhelmingly positive, 
there are some aspects which 
can be challenging, such 
as: “The hardest thing is 
fi nding new stuff to sell,” she 

Pastimes closes after many years of 
dedicated service to Opunake

explains. 
There have also been 

occasional times when break-
ins have occurred.   She 
recalls once instance then the 
thieves broke in by removing 
part of the building at the 
back. The criminals were 

never located.
The fi nal word must go to 

Rosie: “While I will miss all 
my regular customers and 
seeing all the new faces, I’ve 
decided to retire and spend 
my time in our town. I’m 
sure I will see you around our 

Rosie Corkill the owner of Pastimes, Opunake.

wonderful Opunake. After 
22 years of Pastimes I have 
made the tough decision to 
close our doors. It has been 
an absolute pleasure to serve 
the Opunake community 
– I cannot express enough 

how grateful I am for all the 
ongoing support.”

She concludes, “We opened 
Pastimes all those years ago, 
so please join us on Saturday 
July 29 for our closing 
barbecue.”

Community Initiative looks to future

Continued page 3

The next meeting for 
the Opunake Community 
Initiative will be on 
Thursday, 27 July at 7.00pm 
at the Opunake Bowling 
Club

We would very much like 
to ask for your support at our 
next community hui. A lot 
of work has gone on behind 
the scenes since we last met. 
We generated considerable 

discussion both at the 
meeting and afterwards 
and we would really like 
to step up the momentum 
and develop some concrete 
direction from this next 
meeting.

As a result of all of the 
feedback that we received, 
as well as working with 
agencies and community 
members including students 
and youth, we have 
developed a draft vision to 
guide the next stage of the 
initiative.

“As we embrace the spirit 
of collaboration, we work 
hand in hand with our 
young people, recognizing 
their unique perspectives 
and involving them in the 
decision-making process. 
Together, we create an 
atmosphere of trust and open 
communication, ensuring 

Don’t cuddle the 
criminals. Page 9

Winter Festival. See 
What’s On pages.

Opunake Cup attracts 
large crowd. page 20.

Coastal Rugby 
prizegiving.  Beginning 
page 17.

Opunake Loop Trail a 
community effort. Page 7.
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Replying to 
DOC

I just read the response to 
my letter from DOC in the 
paper.

We do understand that 
huts have a limited lifespan. 
Pouakai Hut was built on 
the site in 1981, 42 years 
ago. Mmm, this would mean 
Holly Hut is the next hut to 
be placed as it was built in 
1974, 49 years ago.

As it seems the Department 
of Conservation is not 
interested in recycling, 
buildings or otherwise. They 
seem to be very selective in 
the buildings they choose 
to pull down or replace as 
there are many Department 
of Conservation buildings 
abandoned in the Egmont 

National Park, e.g. the 
former Search and Rescue 
building at Dawson Falls, 
the old Stratford offi ce centre 
and the staff house there. 
There are abandoned toilet 
blocks in several places, 
e.g. Lucy Gulley, and North 
Egmont. There are several 
hunting huts which were 
used by goat hunters, which 
as there are no goats left 
up there now, so DoC say. 
There is even an old hunter’s 
hut in the Kaitake Ranges. 
The question still remains 
regarding the replacing of 
the toilet facilities block at 
Dawson Falls which is way 
overdue as these are very 
old and unattractive for so 
many park-overs, and the 
ones heading there with 
the Taranaki Crossing Trip 

starting or fi nishing there.  
We will all wait and 

see with the Department 
of Conservation new 
management plan being 
in the future and is long 
overdue. 

Ian McAlpine
New Plymouth.

Ray Cleaver 
article

I  enjoyed the article  re Ray 
Cleaver and his memories 
(June 29). Ray is such a 
lovely kind man and it took 
me back  to when I worked 
for him at The Stratford Press  
for two years many moons 
ago as a photographer and 
reporter  for Inglewood’s 
news .In those days Stratford 
and Inglewood shared one 

community paper. Great 
memories  

Gail Simons 
Inglewood

To camp or not 
to camp

There seems to be two 
differences as to who 
and where people can or 
cannot stay or camp in New 
Plymouth now. I am very 
sure if me and my mates 
decided to camp and set up 
ourselves and vehicles in 
New Plymouth’s coastal 
reserves or parks managed 
by New Plymouth District 
Council or the Department 
of Conservation, we would 
be asked very quickly to 
move on, especially if we 
had no environmental toilet. 

We’ve had ways of 
authenticating ourselves 
since the Roman army 
days. Back in the day they 
were called “watchwords” 
and were used as an early 
means of verifi cation. They 
were a fast way to identify if 
someone was friend or foe. I 
remember using watchwords 
as a kid playing spy games: 
mimicking good old James 
Bond.  

The U.S.A. prohibition 
days of the 1920’s and 30’s 
saw a further development 
in authentication. The old 
watchword system, that 
had hung around for so 
long, must have been found 
inadequate. “Speakeasy” 
bars, where alcohol was 
sold illegally, saw the 
development of a more 
complex system. In order to 

Passwords
get inside the establishment 
a presented card, code phrase 
or password had to be given.

Moving forward to 
1961, Fernando Corbato 
created the fi rst digital 
password. While he was a 
computer science professor 
at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, he built a 
time-sharing computer of 
giant proportions. Having 
several users meant they 
each needed their own 
private access. What was 
Fernando’s solution to the 
problem? Provide individual 
users with their own 
password.  So, I guess we 
can blame Fernando when 
we have computer password 
woes.

Technology was a 
particular frustration in our 
household when our sons 

were teenagers back in the 
mid-2000s. We weren’t 
tech savvy parents. But we 
did try. In their twenties 
they informed us they had 
downloaded a keylogger. 
That meant when we changed 
the password weekly, they 
had instant access to it. We 
were not amused, but did 
laugh, all those years later.

When was the last time you 
had to change a password 
because you forgot it? Mine 
was yesterday. In fact, these 
days they’ve coined the 
phrase “password fatigue” to 
describe how it affects people 
when they have to change 
their passwords frequently.  
More than frustrating, 
eh? Exasperating! Digital 
passwords should not be 
shared but they are. And 
these days there is such 

a thing as “password 
hygiene.” Apparently New 
Zealand scores for security 
and strength are pretty poor, 
lagging far behind Germany 
who has the best in both 
areas.

While “Jesus” is the 
most common Bible word 
used in passwords, it is not 
advisable to use it, as it is 
easily hacked. However, 
Jesus gave us a password to 
the kingdom of God: “I am 
the way, the truth and the 
life (and the password is). 
No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 
14:6 NIV). Jesus may not 
be an advisable password 
for the digital world, but, He 
is the password to God the 
Father and His kingdom. 

Benedizione,
                           Adelphos
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Small & Large Memorials, Plaques and 

Memorial Restoration
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www.stonecreations.nz
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one. Dealing with an experienced Monumental Mason from the 
initial contact right through to installation, you can be assured 
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We use the latest technology to undertake all types of 

memorial work.We are approved heritage contractors to 
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 at a competitive price.

Showroom & Creative Centre
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OPUNAKE COMMUNITYMEETING
Sponsored by Opunake Primary School

Next Community Meeting
Opunake Bowling Club, Thursday, 27 July 2023, 7.00pm

Cultivating a thriving and safe, local community in
collaboration with our children and youth.

We look forward to your continued participation and support at
our next hui, and thank you for all the discussion and ideas that
have been generated. We want to step up the momentum to
guide the next stage of the draft vision that has been developed.

Agenda items include:

➢Student and youth feedback

➢Key themes from last meeting

➢Youth Counsellor introduction

➢Event Centre availability

➢Ideas for progressing our projects

I orea te tuatara ka patu ki waho
A problem is solved by continuing to find solutions
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that their voices are heard 
and their ideas are given the 
platform they deserve.

Ultimately, our vision 
is to provide our young 
population with not just 
something to do, but a 
multitude of meaningful 
opportunities that enrich 
their lives, instill a sense of 
belonging, and contribute to 
the collective betterment of 
our vibrant local community. 
“

In a nutshell. Cultivating 
a thriving and  safe, local 
community in collaboration 
with our children and youth.”

Agenda items. Presentation 
of student and youth 
feedback (Andrea, Lorraine, 
Bianca). Key themes from 
last meeting (Stephanie 
McKellar). Youth 
Counsellor introduction. 
Feedback from Natasha 
Sefton on availability of the 

Community Initiative looks to future
Event Centre for youth and 
young people.

Ideas for progressing our 
projects. “Where to next” 
This will need to be an open 
fl oor discussion. We have a 
lot of goodwill and we need 
to harness it. Just a reminder 
that youth need to be part of 
this, so I will be asking the 
youth council to attend. It 
would be great to circulate 
this invitation to our School 
Youth Leaders. What 
worked 10 years ago or even 
fi ve years ago for youth has 
changed dramatically. We 
need some good critical 
thinking about what these 
young people want. It may 
be physical sport but it could 
just as likely be E Sports. So 
let’s get it right!

Things to consider
We do need this progressed 

by the community not the 
schools. We need a group 
who are passionate enough 

to make things happen 
and lead some meaningful 
change.

We need to work out 
how we own this. There is 
a redevelopment fund for 
Opunake. How do we as 
a community get involved 
and make this work for our 
community?

We need an action plan. 
We need leaders. We 
need fundraisers. We need 
advocates.

Please do not be put off by 
this. This can all be broken 
down into manageable 
components, if everyone is 
prepared to do a little. I think 
our community and young 
people are worth it.

We will also be looking 
forward not backwards, 
so this meeting is about 
progressing some solid 

Lorraine Williamson
Principal
Opunake Primary School

Continued from page 1

It wasn’t long ago there was 
a fuss by the council staff 
chasing campervans and 
campers from places where 
they decided they didn’t 
want them there. It has come 
to the attention of people 
passing past the Paritutu 
Centennial Park that there 
is person(s) camping there 
for the past week, including 
having a fi re burning there, 
while the council staff turn a 
blind eye to the free camping 
there.

Opunake 
growth doomed 
through lack of 
parking

The effort being put into the 
town’s growth by retailers 
and customers will come 
to nothing if we don’t sort 
out our parking problems in 
Opunake’s business area.

There are three points I’d 
like to make.

Firstly, when the new 
Four Square development 
is completed it will restore 
6 car parks. This project is 
very exciting and will be a 
great asset to the town when 
completed over the next 6 
months or so.

The second point relates to 
the placing of disability car 
parks in the business area 
the suitability of  which has 
changed over the years. We 
currently have one disability 
park outside the Four Square 
that was put there during the 
time that the building was a 
doctor’s surgery which has 
been closed for many years. 
The other is outside the 
Coastal Greengrocers put 
there many years ago when 

Why has no-one removed 
them or is this now part of 
the New Plymouth District 
Council management plan 
to allow camping there now? 
The question remains at 
present whether a person(s) 
are allowed to stop dog-
owners running their dogs 
there now? Question: who 
manages this land needs to 
catch it in the bud?

                    
                     Ian McAlpine
                    New Plymouth

Letters to theLetters to the
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the building was a disability 
drop in centre. Neither of 
these sites are appropriate 
now and need to be changed 
to better refl ect the disability 
parking needs. I suggest that 
the disability park on Napier 
Street by the library remain 
and another be put outside 
Farm Source in Tasman 
Street. The latter would be 
a great spot for people with 
disabilities wanting to go to 
the movies. It is fl at and only 
needs a grate to cover the 
small drain.

The third point and 
probably the one that is the 
biggest problem throughout 
the world is

shop owners and 
employees parking outside 
their own or other retailers 
premises for long periods of 
time. There is a very simple 
rule that if a retailer or staff 
member parks outside your 
shop the customers will go 
somewhere else thus no 
park, no customer, no job, no 
business. We should maybe 
think of putting these four 
cautions on every parking 
spot in town as a gentle 
reminder to think about 
where you park.

What is the solution? In 
summary:

1 Sort out the disability 
parking

2 Encourage staff to park 
in the grassed parking area 
beside the fi re station even 
though a large part of the area 
is currently being used for 
storing construction material 

for the new supermarket.
3 Arrange for the owners of 

land behind the old pharmacy 
to make an area available for 
staff and retailers to use.

4 Maybe we could set up 
a rental parking agreement 
of say $100 per week with 
those who are unwilling to 
comply with 3.

Mostly I would like to see 
some thought being given 
by locals when parking as to 
what effect they will have on 
efforts to bring in outsiders 
to town so we can grow.

The town survives during 
the week on local support but 
relies on out-of-town people 
coming to shop and enjoy 
the town and surrounds such 
as the beaches, Opunake 
Lake and Walkway which 
gives the whole community 
added revenue.

We are seeing increasing 
numbers of visitors from out 
of town coming to enjoy the 
movies and have something 
to eat. It is not however a 
great incentive to come and 
spend if staff or volunteers 
park outside the building.

Retailers when parking 
need to consider where 
your guest or source of 
income will park and how 
far they may have to walk 
in sometimes very wet 
conditions.

We live in a very exciting 
time and in a town that 
people are really enjoying 
so let’s take a positive stance 
and keep the momentum up 
to ensure a better place to 
live and work.

Clem Coxhead
Opunake
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www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 

Ph 06 762 8023
Ian Crawford
Mob 0272 207 701

MASSEY FERGUSON

Ph 06 762 8023
Ian Crawford
Mob 0272 207 701



Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple,  professional 
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery. 

Simple But 
Significant

233 Carrington St
New Plymouth

THINKING OF 
BUILDING IN 2023?
Start the design process with the 
Fowler Homes Taranaki team today.

Give Jason or Tony 
a call 0800 436 9537.
YOUR STYLE OF LIVING
www.fowlerhomes.co.nz

At its latest meeting the 
Taranaki Coastal Commu-
nity Board voted to defer one 
funding application while 

Community Board at Te Kiri
accepting another.

When the board met at the 
Te Kiri Hall on July 12 the 
board considered two appli-

cations for funding from their 
discretionary fund.

St Pauls Co-Operating Par-
ish in Opunake was applying 
for $10,000 to replace and 
paint rotten boards in the 
Egmont Youth Camp Hall. 

It was noted that the hall is 
in a central position in Ra-
hotu and has been used by a 
number of groups.

Liz  Sincla i r  sa id  the 
$10,000 being asked for 
would be a large part of the 
money available for funding  
so suggested the board give 
a lesser amount to refl ect the 
value of the hall to the com-
munity.

Monica Willson said that 
the Youth Hall was treated 

as a separate entity,  but 
came under the ambit of 
the Co-Operating Church 
. She said while the hall is 
something worth supporting 
more information was needed 
on how far the other entities 
of the Co-Operating Church 
would be prepared to pay for 
the hall repairs.

The board voted to defer 
the matter to the next fund-
ing round. 

The board voted to grant the 
$920 asked for from Taranaki 
Indoor Bowls for hall hire. 
Cr Aarun Langton said while 
it was good to set things up 
for groups like this there 
needed to be an expectation 
that in future these groups 

would have to fi nd the funds 
themselves.

South Taranaki District 
Council group manager com-
munity services Rob Haves-
wood spoke about progress 
on the Manaia Community 
Facility. A business case is 
being put together bringing 
together the South Taranaki 
District Council, Te Ko-
rowai o Ngaruahine and the 
Manaia community. He said 
the business case is going to 
consultants to look at, and 
Te Korowai has a roadshow 
coming up to communicate 
with the hapu and the wider 
community.

“A lot is happening behind 
the scenes but it’s not in the 

public domain yet,” he said.
South Taranaki District 

mayor Phil Nixon said 
while there was less money 
made available for the May-
ors Taskforce for Jobs he 
thought they could operate 
a good operation with the 
smaller amount of funding.

“There are 70 young peo-
ple in sustainable employ-
ment now that may not have 
been,” he said.

Liz Sinclair said the coun-
cil might look at holding 
a workshop for those less 
technically minded in how to 
use the antenna ap, a Council 
app which enables people to 
report matters of concern to 
the Council.

              
 
A Taranaki delegation 

is heading to Europe to 
continue its two-year work 
programme to create a low 
emissions project with 
a region in the northern 
hemisphere as the province 
transitions to a low emissions 
future.  

Hiringa Energy, Ara 
Ake, Venture Taranaki, 
and the New Plymouth 
District Council all have 
representatives on the work 
programme, which started in 
September 2021. 

It is largely funded by the 
European Union (EU) and 
pairs regions with similar 
economic profi les to work 
together on low carbon 
solutions.   

To date the programme 
has included more than 
20 education sessions 
facilitated by an independent 
academic where the two 
partners considered potential 
opportunities including the 
2050 Taranaki roadmap, 
hydrogen future, wastewater 
(thermal dryer), partnerships 
and local participation. 

Opportunities around 
transport, emissions 
reductions, waste to 
energy, infrastructure 
d e c a r b o n i s a t i o n , 
renewable energy, greener 
neighbourhoods, and our 
central city strategy were 
also looked at.

In July last year the EU 

EU-backed delegation 
heads to Lithuania

ambassador to New Zealand 
visited the province and the 
team from the Vilnius region 
in Lithuania took part in a 
Taranaki education session. 

Executive Director of 
Hiringa Energy Catherine 
Clennett says the project 
is a timely opportunity for 
both Taranaki and Aotearoa 
New Zealand to demonstrate 
their emerging leadership in 
green hydrogen technology 
deployment.  

“This year’s devastating 
climatic events have 
highlighted the urgent 
need to create resilient 
communities powered by 
sustainable and clean energy 
sources. 

“Safe and clean hydrogen-
fuelled vehicles are just 
starting to travel our roads, 
but it will take the will of 
our whole community – 
both private and public 
organisations and people to 
accelerate this transition to a 
low carbon future.” 

“Hiringa is building the 
renewable generation and 
infrastructure to supply the 
green hydrogen required, 
and we are fortunate that 
we have the right skills 
and experience, and the 
pragmatic “can do” attitude 
required here in Taranaki,” 
Catherine Clennett says. 

“We have much to both 
learn from and offer 
our European partners 
and we look forward to 
implementing real and 
meaningful projects as a 

result.” 
Venture Taranaki Chief 

Executive Kelvin Wright 
said this unique opportunity 
has the potential for 
signifi cant benefi ts for both 
Taranaki and Vilnius in 
Lithuania. 

“The delegation’s 
journey showcases that we 
can tackle global issues 
and establish a mutually 
benefi cial partnership 
through international 
collaboration. By joining 
forces with Lithuania, a 
leader in renewable energy 
innovation, we have 
the opportunity to share 
knowledge, leverage our 
joint expertise, and accelerate 
the implementation of 
innovative solutions in both 
countries.

“Lithuania has expressed an 
interest in understanding our 
pioneering Taranaki 2050 
Roadmap and how this is 
driving our decarbonisation 
and regional development, 
whereas we’re interested in 
forming a relationship with 
a country that has extensive 
experience in renewable 
energy systems such as 
bioenergy and how that can 
be deployed in Taranaki.” 

Ara Ake Head of 
Policy, Research and 
Insights Jonathan Young 
says following the 
EU Ambassador Nina 
Obermaier’s visit to New 
Plymouth last year, Ara Ake 
has been active in building 

connections with European 
innovators in the energy 
sector. 

“Currently we have three 
collaborative projects with 
European innovators to 
accelerate decarbonisation 
in New Zealand and Europe. 
This visit to Lithuania 
will further strengthen our 
relationship with Europe 
and explore opportunities 
for collaboration, improving 
the transfer of innovative 
technologies to and from 
New Zealand.  Ara Ake now 
leads the Enterprise Europe 
Network for New Zealand, 
which enables business 
to business relationship 
building between New 
Zealand and the EU.”

New Plymouth District 
Deputy Mayor David 
Bublitz says the EU 
are leading the way in 
sustainable living and have 
cutting edge research and 
technical experts at their 
fi ngertips while Vilnius is 
a major player in the Baltic 
region in transitioning its 
economy and has been 
heavily backed by the 
extensive EU funding. 

“As Taranaki looks 
for alternatives and 
improvements to our 
traditional energy and 
agriculture sectors, 
the European-funded 
programme has seen us 
paired with the Lithuanian 
region of Vilnius, which has 
lofty goals to be a climate-
neutral city by 2030. 

“We have a short-term 
goal to agree a joint pilot 
project and a long-term goal 
of potentially unlocking 
some funds to help our 
region transition.  Pilot 
opportunities with Vilnius 
include options around 
rubbish recycling, greener 
neighbourhoods, hydrogen 
energy and collaborative 
engagement through online 
platforms,” David Bublitz 
said.  

In 2022 delegates from the Vilnius region of Lithuania 
were part of a EU-funded delegation to Taranaki, which 
included a visit to Hiringa Energy.
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills and Estates.

Mark Utting on Thursdays 
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing matters.
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67 Breakwater Rd (up Norma’s Way) • NEW PLYMOUTH • PHONE 06 751 5065
FAX: 06 751 5085 • WWW.NEWTONGORDGE.CO.NZ

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL JOINERY

• Kitchens • Stairways • Vanities • Lounge Units • Bench Tops • And More

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies & 
Custom Joinery Solutions

Donald & Ian Murray

06 764 8616 027 242 8379
027 348 9445

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com

www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

NEW PLYMOUTH

p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM

p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

Layla Cann with the leather Hepworth coat belonging to her father that she lovingly 
restored. In the picture to the right he is wearing the same coat while holding Layla as 
a baby. Also in the picture is one of her leather bags.

Feilding’s loss is 
Opunake’s gain as skilled 
leather crafter Layla Cann 
is now plying her trade on 
the Coast. For the past 18 
months or so she has been 

Citizen Leather has reached Opunake

working from her workshop 
at her home. She and her 
partner Phil, along with 
their two children, live in 

Fox Street. However, soon 
Layla will be taking her 
leatherworking enterprise to 
the premises where Pastimes 
is now, at 87 Tasman 
Street. Initially, the doors 

will be open just two days 
a week, likely Fridays and 
Saturdays, to allow Layla to 
work at repurposing or up-

cycling her leather items, 
but later on she’ll likely opt 
for longer hours. Explaining 
the shortened hours she 
comments, “You don’t get 
anything done if the doors 

are open all the time.”
Layla is self-taught and 

work with leather has been 
her passion for about 15 

years. “I sort of fell into it 
when my third child came 
along.” She adds, “I love 
leather work, hugely.” She 
appreciates everything about 
leather – the aroma, feel of 
it and often the sentimental 
aspects, such as the restored 
Hepworth leather coat her 
father once owned.

Much of her work is on 
commission. For example, 
someone will bring in an item 
of sentimental value – maybe 
once belonging to a loved 
one who has passed away 
– and Layla will weave her 
magic. A leather jacket may 
be recycled (for example) 
into a bag, which will act as 
a constant reminder of happy 
memories.’

Layla doesn’t just work 
with leather, as such 
materials as tweed jackets, 
swanndris, wools, textiles 
and even old curtains can 
be recycled. An old curtain 
has been fashioned into an 
excellent inside lining for 
one of her bag.

Although bags maybe 
predominate numerically, 
Layla works with a wide 
variety of things including 
leather couches and even 
shoes, although she is quick 
to point out that she is not a 
cobbler. She has found the 
purchase of an industrial 
sewing machine very useful. 
“I had to teach myself,” she 
comments.

Layla prides herself on 
virtually always being 
able to recycle an item, 
of sentimental value, into 
something worthwhile, 
no matter how worn and 
damaged. “Only about 3% 
of items I am unable to 

do something with,” she 
explains.

Layla will be stocking 
leather care items for shoes, 
furniture and leather jackets.

Layla, who is keenly aware 
of environmental issues and 
the impact of climate change, 
is keen to delve even deeper 
into the recycling aspect, 
with a message for everyone 

and especially children that 
we can minimise waste and 
recycle just about anything. 

Maybe her Tasman Street 
premises could be used for 
workshops to underline 
this theme with tuition in 
the ways of optimizing 
recycling and minimising 
waste.

Greenpeace Aotearoa is 
calling on the dairy industry 
to end its use of palm kernel 
expeller (PKE), after the 
Indonesian Medan City 
offi ces of New Zealand’s 
primary supplier Wilmar 
International were raided 
with cash and assets seized 
as part of a corruption 
case connected to palm oil 
exports.

PKE is a product of the 
palm oil industry. Christine 
Rose, lead agriculture 
campaigner at Greenpeace 
Aotearoa, says “New 
Zealand is the world’s 
largest user of PKE, at 
around two million tonnes 
a year worth over $800 
million, where it is fed to 
dairy cows. It is used to drive 
the NZ dairy industry’s 
intensive stocking rates 
beyond the natural limits of 
the land. And the industry’s 
main supplier, Wilmar 
International, is now 
implicated in corruption. 
The company already has 

PKE supplier linked to dairy industry
established links to illegal 
palm oil production, driving 
rainforest destruction, 
biodiversity loss and 
wildfi res.”

“The intensive dairy 
industry is our biggest 
climate polluter, with dairy 
cattle alone producing a 
quarter of our country’s 
emissions. The industry 
relies on imported palm 
kernel expeller to achieve 
these high stocking rates.

“This summer, we saw 
the impacts of climate 
change fi rsthand. Farmers 
in the South Island were 
on the frontlines of intense 
drought, while in the 
North Island, fl ooding 
as a result of Cyclone 
Gabrielle devastated entire 
communities,” says Rose.

“Ultimately, we need to 
phase out imported feeds 
like PKE. They’re enabling 
industrial dairy at a level 
that is not only superheating 
the climate but also polluting 
rivers and contaminating 

rural communities’ drinking 
water. All political parties 
should recognise that the 
dairy industry’s primary 
PKE supplier being 
implicated in corruption 
is yet another canary in 
the coal mine - it’s time 
to support New Zealand 
farmers to transition to 
ecological farming methods 
that don’t rely on harmful 
inputs like PKE.”
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 In July the Kaponga WI met 
for a mid-winter Christmas 
celebration with the hall 
looking spectacular with a 
Christmas theme.  Dorothy 
Hughes did a wonderful job 
leading the day standing in 
for Jo Ellis to begin with. 
A beautiful Christmas 
lunch was enjoyed after the 
meeting.
The thought for the month 

Early Christmas in Kaponga
was  “ Practice random acts 
of kindness.“
Members were reminded 
about the Mid-winter catch 
up hosted by Federation 
on July 18 in Kapuni and 
several are attending. A 
good collection of cooking 
and food donations were 
collected to go to the 
Hawkes Bay relief cause as 
many of their residents are 

still struggling to manage 
after the devastation.
The Jubilee Dish was given 
to Margaret Arbuckle after 
her shoe shopping story.  We 
have to wonder why anyone 
needs two pairs of shoes the 
same.
The raffl e was won by Fiona 
Collins.
Competition results. Coin or 
note from another country. 
1. Julie Gillanders. 2 

Nancy Stokes and Carolyn 
Nicholas. 3. Joy Eliason. 
Three Pikelets. 1. Fiona 
Collins. 2. Diane West. 
Keyring.
1. Gillian Frandsen. 2. Diane 
West. 3. Margaret Arbuckle.
After lunch we had some 
Christmas themed activities 
including a quiz which 
really stretched our brain 
power. We did some portrait 
drawings of each other and 

Table of hand-made Christmas treasures.

there is a very good reason 
why none of Kaponga WI 
members became artists 
as a career. A Christmas 
gift exchange was loads of 
fun and yummy chocolates 
were shared before we all 
set off home after a great 
early Christmas celebration. 

Thanks must go to our two 
lovely hostesses Dot Hughes 
and Joy Eliason for all the 
work they put in.

                 Carolyn Nicholas

 
With winter well underway, 

most New Zealanders have 
already dug out the woollen 
blankets, dusted off the 
heaters or stocked up on 
fi rewood to keep warm over 
the winter months, however, 
according to State, the drop 
in temperatures also sees an 
increase in house fi res. 

The last three years has 
seen a 16% increase in 
the number of fi re claims 
between the summer and 
winter months with a nearly 
20% increase in the cost of 
those claims.  

The leading cause of fi res 
in the home starts in the 
kitchen.  These fi res are 
being caused by kitchen 
appliances or unattended 
stovetops and ovens, 
however, the number of 
fi replace related fi re claims 
in winter increased by 80% 
along with a 70% increase 
in fi re claims resulting from 
heating sources, such as 
heaters and electric blankets.  

State’s Executive General 
Manager Claims, Wayne 
Tippet says it’s important to 
keep fi re safety in mind when 
heating your home.  “As the 
temperatures drop, and New 
Zealanders start using their 
heating appliances and open 
fi res more frequently, we 
see a concerning increase in 
house fi res. Winter brings a 

When the temperatures drop, the risk of house fi res goes up

unique set of fi re dangers, 
and we want New Zealanders 
to be aware of some of the 
potential risks and the safety 
precautions you can take to 
avoid them.”

A fi replace is probably the 
only place in your home 
where you’d want to have 
a fi re, but it’s important to 
dispose of the ashes safely, 
have your fi replace cleaned 
regularly, and ensure a 
fi reguard is always used 
when the fi re is lit.  

Your heaters should also 
be in good condition with no 
faults or safety issues, have 
at least a metre of clear space 
around them while in use, 
and clothing should not be 

placed on top of them to dry. 

According to claims made 
by State customers, the top 
fi ve fi re claims in winter are: 

1. Kitchen fi res (eg 
unattended cooking and 
kitchen appliances)

2. Fireplace fi res (eg 
chimney/roof fi re or embers 
re-igniting)

3. Carpet fi res (eg embers 
and sparks from the 
fi replace)

4. Garage fi res (eg charging 
and electric faults)

5. Heating fi res (eg heaters 
and electric blankets)

Interestingly, only 3% of 
the house fi re claims State 
received involved the use of 

a fi re extinguisher, however, 
on average the cost of these 
claims was nearly $50,000 
less.  

So, in addition to having 
appropriate smoke alarms 
and testing them regularly, 
having an appropriate type 
of fi re extinguisher and 
knowing how to use it can 
make a big difference to the 
damage caused.  

“While insurance is there 
to cover you for the loss 
or damage of your home 
or possessions in the event 
of a fi re, we can’t replace 
customer’s sentimental 
items that can often mean 
the most. 

“The fi rst priority is always 

making sure to keep you 
and everyone in your home 
safe.  In the case of a fi re, 
you should get out of the 
house and call 111.  It’s also 
important to look at how 
you can reduce the fi re risk 
in your home to help keep 
everyone safe,” says Wayne.  

Follow these 10 simple fi re 
safety tips to help keep you, 
your whanau or fl atmates 
safe.

1. Heaters – ensure at 
least a metre of clear space 
surrounding heaters while in 
use, and never dry clothing 
and other items on top of 
heaters.

2. Clothes dryers – clean 
the lint fi lter before every 
use to avoid lint build-up 
and risk of fi re. 

3.Indoor fi res - have your 
fi replace cleaned before 
you light the fi rst fi re of 
the season, always use a 
fi reguard or spark guard 
when the fi re is lit, and keep 
matches and lighters out of 
reach of children.

4. Hot ashes – these can 
take up to fi ve days to cool 
completely so make sure 
they are left to cool before 
disposing of them in a metal 
bin, away from anything 
fl ammable, and use a lid 
or pour water over them to 
keep them contained.

5. Electric blankets - check 

for hotspots in your blanket 
before you use it and always 
turn it off before going to 
sleep.

6. Multi-plugs – take car  
not to overload a multi plug 
and check that electrical 
cords aren’t frayed or 
damaged. 

7. Cooking - don’t leave 
the room while cooking - if 
you need to, remember to 
switch off before you walk 
off.

8. Candles – these can 
add a lovely ambience to 
a home in winter but you 
should never leave candles 
unattended or near anything 
fl ammable.

9. Smoke Alarms - keep 
your smoke alarms in good 
working order and test them 
regularly to ensure they’re 
working - it’s the fi rst thing 
that’s going to let you know 
that there’s a fi re.

10. Fire extinguishers and 
fi re blankets – keep a fi re 
extinguisher and fi re blanket 
handy and make sure you 
know how to use them. 
There are different types of 
extinguishers for different 
fi res, ensure you have the 
most appropriate type for the 
area its kept.  Fire blankets 
are useful for covering 
cooking related fi res so 
are best kept close to your 
kitchen.

A recent house fi re in Opunake,
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Are you wanting to make your home a healthy home?

We can help you with:

• Rangehoods

• Ventilation

• Extraction

• Heat pumps

So, call us today for your FREE, no obligation quote 067579900

Are you wanting to make your home a 
HEALTHY home?

We can help you with supply and installation of:

• Rangehoods

• Ventilation

• Bathroom Extraction

• Heat pumps

So, call us today for your FREE quote 

067579900

On June 20 the Opunake 
Loop Trail Committee held 
their AGM. Chair. To be 
announced.– TBA
Secretary – Esther Ward-
Campbell. Treasurer – 
Aretha McAdam
Congratulations to those who 
have been elected. Thank 
you also to those departing 
who have generously 
volunteered their time whilst 
in offi ce.
After the AGM we held 
the committee meeting to 
discuss what is happening 
so far within each sub-
committee.
.Planting. Plants have been 
delivered for this season. 
Opunake High School  have 
kindly donated 250  plants 
and Trees that Count  1,000.
Maintenance.  New signs 
for certain areas will be 
placed. replacement signs 
for damaged ones will  be 
put up and the old Ōpunakē 

Opunake Loop Trail
Hurst Park.   Ask the 
community for feedback as 
to what they would like to 
see in this area.
Development.  Jobs to do 
include the slip by the tail 
race, the drain down from 
Farmlands and concrete 
under the Otahi Road Bridge
The committee would like 
to thank the Toi Foundation 
and Lions Clubs Lloyd 
Morgan Foundation for their 
very generous donations that 
have helped immensely with 
projects around the trail.
As a committee we love 
to hear all the positive 
comments from users of this 
wonderful asset and look 
forward to hearing even 
more great feedback for 
years to come.

Opunake Loop Trail 
Committee 

The Opunake High School working bee at the Waiaua River.

Walkway signs removed. 
Repair work will be 
undertaken in certain areas 

as well.
Publicity.  Social media 
posts have been put up due 

to plants being taken from 
areas. A social media post 
will be put up asking the 

community for ideas on 
what they would like to see 
around the trail.

 International Self-Care 
month 2023 opened with an 
ambitious joint statement 
of intent from the United 
for Self-Care Coalition: 
“It’s time to put self-care at 
the front of the healthcare 
debate”. The Global Self-
Care Federation (GSCF) is 
calling for all stakeholders to 
back the urgent adoption of a 
WHO resolution on self-care. 
A rise in chronic conditions, 
an aging population, and 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
have all impacted already-
overstretched resources 

Better self-care better healthcare 
better welfare globally

over the past few years 
and proven how crucial 
it is to codify self-care at 
international level. It is 
imperative to preserve the 
momentum and empower 
individuals to manage their 
own health while lessening 
burdens on health systems 
globally. 
 The resolution would drive 
a signifi cant increase in the 
expansion of self-care both 
within the WHO and at the 
national level and accelerate 
the achievement of universal 
health coverage (UHC). 

There is no time to waste.
International Self-Care 
month is recognised 
annually between June 24 - 
July 24, is part of the WHO’s 
global health calendar. It 
symbolically culminates on 
July 24, as a demonstration 
that individuals can practice 
self-care 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. Self-care 
is any action an individual 
takes to look after their 
own health either alone 
or in collaboration with 
healthcare professionals.
At the end of 2021, GSCF 

and 17 like-minded 
organizations formed 
the United for Self-Care 
Coalition. This global 
coalition includes NGOs, 
academic institutions and 
health workers’ associations, 
and is united by the shared 
desire to advance progress 
towards UHC. This goal 
that can only be achieved by 
working at a global level in 
order to formally recognise 
the value that self-care can 
bring in terms of access to 
care, quality of treatment and 
resilience of health systems.

Judy Stenmark, Director 
General of GSCF said, 
“With the growing cost of 
living crisis and increasing 
pressures on global supply 
chains, health systems are 
continually under-resourced 
as health workers become 
overworked. Evidence-
based research has already 
clearly showed that self-care 
is often the only option for 
vulnerable people to engage 
with health services. Our 
own reports have further 
confi rmed that current self-
care practices contribute to 

a gain of 22 million quality-
adjusted life years, and 
health system annual savings 
of $120 billion.”

 Universal health care cannot 
be achieved without high 
quality and wide-spread 
self-care. Self-care puts 
individuals at the centre of 
health policy. The United 
for Self-Care Coalition is 
calling for all supporters to 
take up the call for a WHO 
resolution on self-care:
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Kiwis are a big-hearted 
bunch. 
As National’s Spokesperson 
for Conservation, I have had 
fi rst-hand opportunity during 
the past six months to see 
how generous individuals, 
families and businesses 
across the country are 
looking after our unique 
biodiversity.
Historically, the Department 
of Conservation has always 

Taxing the givers
taken care of these needs, 
but the increased scale 
of expectations makes it 
impossible for DOC to fund 
these alone.
For months now there has 
been a lot of talk about 
wealth and capital gains 
taxes in the political arena. 
And while the Prime 
Minister quashed the idea 
last month if they are still 
in government after the 

election, I question the merit 
of either tax.
Surely those who generate 
such hard-earned wealth are 
best placed to decide how 
that wealth is used. 
Because I can already see 
the drop in funding for many 
causes — conservation, 
environment or otherwise 
— if this wealth was forced 
through bureaucracy. 
A large proportion of it going 
on administration costs and 
little ending up, where those 
who earnt it, wanted it to go.
In my electorate there are 
many notable examples of 
very benevolent families 
and individuals enabling 
their communities to build 
and acquire assets they 
would otherwise struggle to 
achieve.
In one of these communities, 
locals have donated 
substantially to build a 
medical centre, dementia 
unit and buy a new 
ambulance for their town. 
In another, a family has 
set up a foundation to give 
grants which will forever 

benefi t the health, wellbeing, 
and education of the people 
in their region.
Then there is the great 
national example of the New 
Zealand Nature Fund. This 
initiative raises signifi cant 
funds from private investors 
and donors for the effective 
protection and restoration of 
our biodiversity at scale, in 
the wild, for the generations 
to come.
Established in 2020, the 
New Zealand Nature Fund 
is the registered brand name 
for NZ National Parks & 
Conservation Foundation 
and a registered charity. 
You can’t convince me 
the endeavours for these 
communities and the 
betterment of our nation’s 
biodiversity would have 
been achieved by fi ltering 
their money through 
government departments.
Meanwhile the Greens 
continue to propose wealth 
taxes on one hand and 
biodiversity credits based on 
philanthropy on the other.
You will see the 

contradiction as the two 
proposals are totally at odds 
with each other — another 
perfect example of them 
trying to have their cake and 
eat it too. 
Don’t get me wrong, 
I’m a strong believer in 
biodiversity credits, but 
these can be set up, so they 
are paid for by offsets.
There are examples of this 
in Australia — a country 
that uses so many more of 
its natural resources than we 
do.
In areas like New South 
Wales biodiversity credits 
are purchased to offset 
infrastructure and industry.
Wouldn’t it be great to have 
the same credits for the vast 
amount of work already done 
here by our food producers 
and farmers.

                  Barbara Kuriger
MP Taranaki-King Country.
 
Authorised by B Kuriger, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Wellington

Since I was selected as 
National Party candidate for 
the Whanganui in February, 

Fixing potholes

I’ve spent a lot of time driv-
ing around the electorate. 
From State Highway Three 
to the many roads that make 
up South Taranaki and Strat-
ford’s roading network, it’s 
fair to say the roads are in a 
pretty sorry state.

I’m yet to blow a tyre or 
bend a rim from hitting a 
pothole unexpectedly, but 
I’ve had a close shave or 
two, especially at night. If I 
am elected to Parliament in 
October, I will be doing a 
whole lot more driving, so 
you can imagine my delight 
when Simeon Brown and 
Christopher Luxon released 
National’s “Pothole Policy” 
on Sunday.

If National becomes the 
government in October, we 
will establish a Pothole Re-
pair Fund to urgently address 
the shocking state of our local 
roads and state highways. We 
will put aside $500 million 
over three years to repair 
potholes, and the target time 
for repairs to be effected 

will drop from 48 hours to 
24 hours.

Potholes are a safety hazard 
and have, in recent times, 
been causing signifi cant dam-
age and disruption both for 
the movement of freight, and 
for motorists all around New 
Zealand. In an electorate like 
Whanganui where signifi cant 
volumes of primary produce 
are being moved, this is an 
important consideration.

Rather than wasting money 
on slowing people down, gi-
ant red zeros, or expensive 
transport projects nobody 
wants, like the $30 billion 
Auckland light rail project, 
National will focus on fi xing 
and enhancing our roading 
network to ensure people and 
freight can move around the 
country safely and effi ciently. 
It’s an important part of Na-
tional’s commitment to get 
New Zealand back on track.

Carl Bates
 National Party candidate

Whanganui electorate

Carl Bates, National Party Candidate for the Whanganui Electorate, was the guest 
auctioneer for the Te Kiri Hall fundraising quiz. A few quick jibes and some great 
skills on Carl’s part meant an entertaining time and a good result for some critical hall 
maintenance.
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QUALITY HAND HARVESTED 
CELTIC SEA SALT

From the coastline of  France
The product of an ancient time-honoured method of harvesting.

In the process ocean water is channelled daily into shallow clay ponds.  The 
wind and sun evaporate the water leaving behind a rich brine.  The mixture is 
then briskly stimulated by local salt farmers to form sparkling crystals. These 
are delicately gathered with long wooden tools. This time- honoured method 
produces pure, unrefined, fully mineralised , well balanced, highly potent Sea 

Salt. Our Celtic Seal Salt remains unwashed - 100% natural .

What is the difference between Refined Salt 
& Salt of the Earth’s Celtic Sea Salt?

Medical research which has shown that excessive amounts of Sodium Chloride 
can clog the arteries, raise blood pressure and build fluid has been based off 

refined table salt. The refining process extracts 82 of the 84 mineral  elements. 
Chemical elements such as aluminuim hydroxide and aluminuim silicate are 

then added to bleach the salt and prevent water absorption. The process used 
by Salt of the Earth removes and adds nothing, and retains the natural mineral 

content of the ocean. 
Try our gourmet salt blends with organic herbs and spices

A meeting of three ACT 
politicians was held on 
Monday July 17 (midday) 
at Hawera’s Hub. The 
well-attended meeting, 
numbering about 65 people, 
heard from Mark Cameron 
MP, ACT’s Primary 
Industries Spokesperson, 
Nicole McKee MP, 
Spokesperson for Justice, 
Conservation and Firearms 
and Andrew Hoggard, 
ACT candidate. All three 
politicians spoke very 
well and forcefully on a 
very wide range of issues. 
There was ample time for 
questions at the end of the 
speeches.
 Mark opened with a 
question: Who understands 
what co-governance means? 
He made it clear it was not 
something that he or his 
party supports, pointing 
out that New Zealand is a 
multi-cultural society. “It is 
a nonsense; co-governance 
is against what everyone 
stands for.”
 He also asked the audience: 
how many of you have been 
affected by crime? Looking 
at the number of raised 
arms he commented, “Wow 
that’s a substantial number 
for a small town.”
He commented “Labour 
said we have to cuddle up 
to the criminals.” He quoted 
various statistics showing 
that crime is getting worse 
in the nation, such as 
a 130% increase in the 
number of gang members 
legally obliged to wear 
ankle bracelets and a 700% 
increase in youth gang 
membership.
 He admitted that crime 
is linked to such things 
as unhealthy housing and 
education defi cits for young 
people. “If we don’t give 
kids something to aspire to” 
there is trouble,
 He concluded, “We want to 
give the message that crime 
does not pay. Cuddling the 
criminals does not work.” 
 Nicole McKee made it clear 
she is not impressed with 
so-called cultural discounts 
for convicted criminals – 
sometimes as much as a 
70% reduction in sentence 
is granted. She pointed out 
that everyone should receive 
equal treatment regardless 
of their race.
She said that the age for 
prosecution as an adult 
should be lowered to 17, 
especially for offenders who 
commit serious crimes.
She mentioned her 

Stop cuddling the criminals says ACT

Mark Cameron MP, 
Primary Industries 
Spokesperson.

Andrew Hoggard, ACT 
candidate.

Nicole McKee MP 
Justice, Conservation and 
Firearms Spokesperson.

The recent ACT Party meeting at Hawera’s Hub.

parliamentary bill which 
would allow the seizure of 
assets gained through illegal 
activity, including not just 
cash, but also drugs and 
fi rearms.

 She expressed her dislike 
of the current fi rearms 
legislation. “We’ve been 
blamed (licensed fi rearms 
owners) for gangs getting 
guns. I fi nd that insulting, as 
a fi rearm owner myself.”
 She was shocked at the cost 
of the recently announced 
relicensing requirements, 
which will cost taxpayers 
$208 million, “which will 
not keep New Zealanders 
safe.”
 She concluded, “It is the 
person using the gun which 
is the issue, not the fi rearm 
itself.”
 Andrew Hoggard, who is 
well-known as a leader in the 
farming sector, bemoaned 
the current 12% interest 
rates and the harm it is doing 
to farmers, as well as the 
infl ationary cost of living.  
He was also opposed to 
the raft of extra regulations 
which farmers and small 
businesses have to comply 
with.
He is shocked at the 
increased indebtedness that 
the nation is in. “We are 97 

billion dollars more in debt 
over the last fi ve years – that 
is huge.” Part of the solution, 
he considers, is “stopping 
the waste.” He mentioned 
the extra money voted for 
health, “Has anyone seen 
this money?” he queried.
 He was also critical of 
the money paid to expert 
advisors, a total of $106 
million, with another $176 
million set aside in the 
immediate future.
 He was also concerned about 
the increase in bureaucrats 
in the public sector from 
47,000 a while ago to 60,000 
now – more waste. “And 
most of them are on a six-
fi gure salary.”
 He concluded, “There’s all 
this extra spending and it’s 
just being wasted.”
 As regards the farming 
sector he saw three major 
areas of concern: Firstly, 
there was the Resource 
Management Act (RMA), 
which has required expensive 
and lengthy consulting 
demands – with an even 
worse replacement, in the 
legislative wings, the Natural 
and Built Environment 
Bill whereby rules will be 
set in Wellington and co-
governed Regional Planning 
Committees carrying out the 
implementation.
 Secondly, there were the 
issues affecting farmers, 
such as water reform, nitrates 
emission, winter grazing 
and stock numbers; all 
were problematic as regards 
the current Government’s 
legislative handling of them.
Thirdly was the need to 
keep things local - not 
to move everything to 
central control. “You have 
people elsewhere, who are 

not accountable, making 
these decisions.” ACT has 
released an alternative plan 
that prioritises property 
rights and local decision-
making.
 There were many questions 
from the fl oor dealing with  
many issues. One dealt 
with schooling. Evidently, 
only 28% of students are 
attending school regularly 
in places such as Northland. 
Mark Cameron thought 
that rewarding outstanding 
teachers would help, making 

learning more appealing to 
students. Also bringing back 
Charter Schools would also 
be benefi cial.
One person was not keen 
on the Te Reo Maori input 

on signs. Nicole said she 
was not opposed to this, 
but argued that the English 
should be listed fi rst, as this 
is the predominant language 
in this nation, which 
everyone uses.
 There were concerns voiced 
about victim’s rights being 
secondary to that of the 
criminal. Nicole agreed 
that this needed attention 
and pointed out that $8.2 
million was allocated to the 
criminals, but just $5 million 
set aside to help the victims 

of crime. “The whole 
emphasis has gone on 
criminals and the victims 
are left behind.”
Someone suggested that our 
police should carry fi rearms 
and there should be more 
police numbers. Nicole 
was concerned that police 
numbers had increased, but 
they were not on the beat. 
“We have too many police 
sitting at desks, rather than 
on the street solving crime. 
They should get out from 
behind desks and out on the 
streets.”
 Mark’s fi nal message 

was about the importance 
of voting. “Apathy is our 
biggest enemy. About half of 
New Zealanders do not vote. 
If we want change we have 
to be part of the process.”
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cecilia’s on tasman
85 tasman street opunake

Winter hours: Wed-Sun 10am-3pm
Ph 027 246 8604

WE ARE PROUD TO BE PART OF THE 
SUSTAINABILITY MOVEMENT TO BRING 

YOU RECYCLED GOODS.

We sell  creators’ artwork. 
All this helps the planet.

Do good! Buy local, buy secondhand! 
Seedlings and  plants available. 

Call in and let us know what you require for 
your garden needs.

Cnr Katere and Devon Rd, Fitzroy, New Plymouth. 
Ph: 06 758 7455. Open 7 days from 8.30am.

The ideal setting to stop in for a delicious meal, made in-house 
with seasonal garden produce. Our tranquil garden setting and 
covered outdoor courtyard is the perfect place to relax after 
meandering through the garden centre.

At Palmers, you’ll find a Garden Centre full of passionate 
gardeners who are ready to share the joy of good living 
with you. We are all about creating beautiful spaces, at 
our place and at yours. We’re locally owned and operated, 
packed with quality products and expert advice for your 
home and garden.

Palmers knows plants

Gardening with 
Palmers Gardening 
Centre 

Love Your Land

www.stihlshop.co.nz

STIHL SHOP HAWERA
Cnr Glover Rd & Union St
Ph: 06 278 4753 Fax: 06 278 5682
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz

N
Z
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HANSA C5 
CHIPPER
Max Capacity 60mm 
Weight 67kg 
Max Power 6.5HP 
Petrol Powered

$2,295
NOW

SAVE $600

FREE
UPGRADE
TO A C5 CHIPPER

WHEN YOU
PURCHASE A
C4 CHIPPER

^In-store: to spend on STIHL accessories. Online: to spend on STIHL accessories online, discount applied at checkout.

$3,999

439/38 RAIDER
Rover 439cc OHV Engine
Fuel Tank 5.7 Litres
PTO Clutch Manual Blade 
Engagement
Turning Radius 
46cm / 18”
6 Speed Manual

MS 311 (20") 
FARM BOSS® PETROL CHAINSAW
3.1kW • 59.0cc • 6.2kg • 50cm (20") 
Chain Type 3/8 Rapid Micro
Robust and powerful Chainsaw designed to 
tackle the toughest jobs in farming, 
fenching and semi-commercial applications.

WINTER OFFER

$200
TO SPEND ON
ACCESSORIES^

$1,585

MS 170 CHAINSAW
Engine Power: 1.3kW 
Engine Capacity: 30.1cc 
Chain Type: 3/8 Picco Micro Mini 
Standard Guide Bar: 14" (35cm)

$345

Top tips for growing 
strawberries

There is not a fruit that 
captures the essence 
of summer better than 
strawberries. Planting 
in winter means they 
have plenty of time to 
get established to ensure 
a bumper harvest come 
summer.

The earlier you get them in 
the more fruit you will get 
and who doesn’t want more 

strawberries?
Plant in a sunny area. You 

will get the best fl avour 
from strawberries that are 
planted in a sunny spot. 

Give them some space. 
Strawberries like to have 
at least 30cm of depth in 
the soil and at least 40cm 
between each row.

Don’t drown the 
strawberries. Strawberries 

don’t like to be waterlogged. 
Planting strawberries in small 
mounds will help prevent 
the soil from becoming too 
damp.

You can create the perfect 
growing conditions by 
minimising weeds, using Tui 
strawberry mix and fertiliser, 
and then adding a layer of 
barley straw to protect from 
the elements.

Pick the fi rst fl owers that 
come up on your strawberry 
plants as this will promote 
better growth. 

When fl owers appear, this 
is the crucial stage where the 
plant will require the energy 
to focus on producing 
healthy fruit. A complete 
fertiliser high in potash will 
be the most effective.

Remove the runners (off-
shoots) of the strawberry 
plant. A young strawberry 
plant will not fruit as well if 
the runners aren’t removed 
as they use up too much 
energy. 

Make sure there’s enough 
to go around. Everyone 
loves strawberries so make 
sure there are enough by 
planting around fi ve plants 
per person. This will ensure 
you’re getting juicy berries 
all summer long. Delicious strawberries.

Top tips for growing strawberries

Mangatoki WI
The May meeting of the Mangatoki WI was attended by 10 

members and was held over lunch at Indian Zaika Restaurant 
in Hawera and afterwards six members went to see a love 
story movie “80 for Brady” at the Cinema 2 Complex, 
Hawera. Later in May, a group of members and husbands 
had an evening dinner at Shads Restaurant in Hawera.

 On June 7 members carpooled for a trip to New Plymouth. 
Eleven of us met up at Hospice Taranaki and there was a talk 
about the Hospice by Rose. After coffee and slices, we were 
given a guided tour of the place inside and out. At the end 
of the tour, our stand-in president, Olywn Duthie, presented 
$1,000, a donation able to be made from money raised from 
members’ handiworks sales and made up to $1,000 from 
our funds. Lunch was then had at Bach on Breakwater Café 
& Restaurant by the waterfront. After our lovely lunch, we 
headed to Bowlrama and had a game between the two teams 
that were formed. Four members put together 45 bagged 
lunches for the Vintage Machinery Day. The Eltham Vets 
kindly donated the bags needed. Two members attended 
Volunteers Day morning tea at Lake Rotokare.

 Eleven members and two grandchildren attended the July 
meeting at Hawera’s Tairoa Lodge. We had a very tasty 
fi nger food lunch, after which, three of us went to see the 
movie Indiana Jones. The others were busy around town that 
afternoon. Our competition was favourite earrings. 

Denise Carter
 Secretary 
Mangatoki WI --

.A retired doctor is calling for an end to corporate boxing 
matches, following the death of a family member due to 
a severe head injury obtained in a charity boxing bout. 
Novice fi ghts are signifi cantly more dangerous than fi ghts 
between trained graded amateur or professional boxers, 
and head trauma has a proven association with severe long 
term neurological disease. While it’s not possible to ban 
corporate/ charity boxing without a law change, the author 
believes that a clear position statement from local medical 
authorities would be a good place to start. Ultimately, the 
ethics of raising funds by deliberately attempting to induce 
concussion in an opponent needs to be reassessed.

Journal/conference: New Zealand Medical Journal
.
 Corporate boxing matches are promoted as a good method 

to raise money for charity. Because the fi ghters are novices 
of unknown potential, these fi ghts are signifi cantly more 
dangerous than fi ghts between trained graded amateur or 
professional boxers. In contact sports, head trauma and 
concussion have a proven association with severe long term 
neurological disease. To try and raise funding for charity by 
promotion of deliberate attempts to induce concussion in an 
opponent is unethical and nonsensical.

Pasifi ka Medical Association Group

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016

Call to end corporate 
boxing matches for 
charity
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• Machinery Repairs   • 3.5 Ton Crane Truck
• Structural Steel, Stainless & Alloy Fabrication
• Turret Punching, Plate Shearing & Notching

• Large Bed Heavy Press  • Alloy Welding
• Digital Heavy Duty Lathe   • Cowsheds

• Crane Hire  • Fitting & Turning
• Keyway Cutting & Broaching

We supply bearings, steel, fasteners, chain and 
general engineering supplies. 

Also hydraulic hoses, fittings and crimping.

We are a local company training local people.

Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz
WAREA

298 DEVON STEET EAST, NEW PLYMOUTH 4312  |  (06) 215 3020

*SELECTED STYLES ONLY TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY WHILE 
STOCKS LAST IN-STORE   |  WWW.FURNITUREZONE.CO.NZ

@FURNITUREZONENZ

MATARIKI SALE

60%
OFF

UP TO

STOREWIDE

Top tips for growing strawberries

A long-anticipated ocean journey
The World War I letters of 

Corporal Arthur J. Gilmour 
of Manaia, Taranaki

By Natasha McKinney, 
Poutiaki (Curator), Puke 
Ariki Museum

In this undated letter to 
his mother, Arthur has 
fi nally, after months of 
preparation, departed for 
war.  He was part of the 
Sixth Reinforcements, 
which left New Zealand on 
14th August 1915 on the 
ships Willochra and Tofua, 
headed for Suez, Egypt.

Having visited home 
before departure, Arthur is 
seen off from Wellington 
by his father, sister and 
friends, including his young 
friend Sylvia Cederholm, 
who gifted him handsewn 
handkerchiefs and a cake 
which dropped into the sea.  
In a remarkable feat, Sylvia 
found another cake to have 
sent out to the troopship 
by mail boat, and the cake 
reached Arthur in the 
morning.   

Arthur paints a jovial 
picture of camaraderie on 
the ship, peppered with 
amusing incidents which 
contrast with the dark 
revelation that there are not 
enough lifeboats for all of 
the soldiers on board.

Address
8/2515
Cpl A.J.G.
D. Company
6th Reinforcements
c/o G.P.O. Wgtn.   

At Sea.

My dear Mother,
Our mail closes at noon 

to-morrow so I have quite 
a lot of letters to write 
between now and then.  We 
have been at sea just over 
a week now and have been 
very fortunate as regards 
weather, the sea has been 
a bit choppy occasionally 
but never anything serious.  
I haven’t been at all sea-
sick and have kept very well 
since coming on board.  
Last Tuesday was just a 
trifl e rough and a good 
number of the men were 
sick.  My cabin is right over 
the stern of the vessel and 
gets a good deal of shaking 
but I have got quite used to 
the motion of the boat and 
don’t notice the shaking 
now.  I know lots on board, 
which is a very great help, 
the time passes quickly if 
one has plenty of friends.   

Early on Thursday we 
sighted land and shortly 
after passed through some 
‘straights’ [sic].  To our 
right were some hilly 
islands and to the left was a 
larger land (Mr Wheeldon’s 
favourite land).  The land 
on the left was undulating, 
with a gentle slope towards 
a sandy beach and away 
in the background were 
mountains, among them 
being one particularly well 
formed and looking through 

Arthur J. Gilmour of 
Manaia.  PAColl-9454-01, 
Alexander Turnbull 
Library, Wellington, N.Z.
glasses we could see trees 
growing away up on its 
slopes.  On the beach was 
a light house and nearby a 
large farm house with huge 
outhouses close by.  We did 
not see any other sign of life 
on this large island.

We expect to sight land 
again to-night and in a day 
or two will make a call at the 
usual stopping place for our 
troopships.

We had a great parade 
through the streets in 
Wellington before leaving 
and a great send-off at 
the wharfs.  There were 
thousands of people there 
and it was a great sight to see 
the fl utter of handkerchiefs 
as we left.

I had quite a number to see 
me off.  A friend of Sylvia’s 
handed me a nice box of 
home made sweets which 
we found very nice indeed.  
Mabel gave me some nice 
oranges and sweets and I 
think a small cake.  Sylvia 
gave me some handkerchiefs 
which she had made and a 
cake which dropped into the 
sea when I was saying good-
bye to them all.  However 
she was good enough to fi nd 
another cake and had it sent 
out by a small mail boat to 
our troopship and I got the 
cake on Sunday morning.

The men have all fallen in 
for church parade to-day but 
I am boat-deck sergeant to-
day and have to stay on this 
deck and see that the fatigue 
men sweep it thoroughly so I 
miss the parade to-day.  We 
have our Chaplain on board, 
an Anglican chaplain.  They 

are holding three services 
to-day, the chaplain takes 
one, Captain Neville takes 
another and two Roman 
Catholic lieutenants are 
taking another.

Our companion ship keeps 
close at hand, but not close 
enough to distinguish faces.  
I may see Boyd at our fi rst 
port of call if we happen to 
get leave.  I think we will at 
least go on shore for a route 
march.

One day on board is the 
same as another.  We are not 
allowed much time in our 
cabins other than at meal 
times and during sleeping 
hours.  We got up at 6 a.m. 
and have a gargle parade 
every morning at 6.30.  We 
have a good deal of physical 
drill, and are learning 
signalling and sometimes 
do rifl e exercises.  They 
are showing us how to tie 
knots, but why I don’t know.  
Yesterday we had life-boat 
drill, but there are boats 
for only about a quarter 
of the men.  They have 
drawn for these men and 
if anything does happen to 
the boat, which isn’t likely, 
the rest will have to do the 
“Burkenhead Act”.  Anyway 
one boat is always handy to 
the other.  I was down in the 
engine room the other night 
and it is huge; we go only 
about three quarters speed 
in order to economise with 
the coal and also to allow 
the other boat to keep up 
with us.  The other boat is 
smaller than ours and tosses 
a lot more in the sea so I am 
luckier than Boyd.  I think 
they will have more sea-
sickness than we are having.

There is plenty of good-
natured fun on board and 
some very amusing incidents.  
They give out thousands of 
oranges to us and at fi rst 
there was a general scramble 
for them and boxes, oranges 
and men were mixed up in 
all directions; but lately 
they have given them out 
separately to each man and 
consequently each one gets 
his fair share and there is 
less of a jumble.  The other 
day the waves were coming 
right over the top of the 
forward deck of the ship 

and once there was a very 
amusing incident.  Men were 
rushing in all directions 
to dodge one wave and 
“Kitchener” – a pet bull-
dog – got tangled up around 
one man’s legs with the 
result that man and bull-dog 
tumbled over and did some 
rather neat somersaults 
along the deck.  The food 
on board is excellent and 
there is plenty of it.  There 
are two big mess rooms and 
two companies share each 
of these mess rooms.  Each 
company goes down in turn 
and this week we go down 
for the fi rst relay, B Coy 
going down fi rst.

There are no show rooms 
on board for concerts and 
all the amusements are on 
deck.  They have one piano 
for the men and in the 

evenings there is usually 
a good crowd round it.  
Everyone here is everyone 
else’s friend and there is 
very good feeling right 
throughout the ship.  There 
was great excitement when 
we sighted land the other 
day; I had an excellent view 
and was fortunate enough 
to have a companion with 
a good pair of fi eld glasses.  
To-day is beautiful, there is 
nothing much to see except 
our companion boat, the 
birds which always follow 
the boat and an occasional 
shoal of porpoises.

I had a great budget 
of letters and telegrams 
before leaving and father 
gave me your letter to read 
after getting on board.  Of 
course they would tell you 
all about our departure so I 

needn’t say anything about 
that.  We were inspected by 
the Governor on the Friday 
before leaving Trentham 
and I think he was pleased 
with us.

Well I think I had better 
close just now, please give 
my best regards to Grandma 
and aunts and to the Meulis 
and Bridges and other 
friends.

I will write again from our 
next port of call.  Hoping 
that you are all well and that 
I will soon get news from 
you all.

I remain
Your affectionate son, 
Arthur.
P.S.  Of course Father & 

Mabel will be back long 
before you receive [this], 
they will give you the 
Wellington news.

Married?
We would love to share
your special day with our
readers!  Send in your photo
and details of how you met etc,
to: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

ARE YOU RECENTLY

Married?
We would love to share
your special day with our
readers!  Send in your photo
and details of how you met etc,
to: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Don’t be shy!

Mangatoki WI
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gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164

PROUD TO SERVICE 
SOUTH TARANAKI

 

Troy Whitehead:  0278575747 

All repairs – agricultural manufacturing – structural/heavy fabrication 

 

 

Sandblasting & painting  

Shaun Stanley has a simple 
promise to anyone coming 
into his new TBL building 
supplies store.

Shaun started Taranaki 
Building Ltd (TBL) in 2011. 
At the start of last week he 
upped the ante by opening 
the building supplies store on 
the western end of Tasman 
Street in Opunake. At the 
moment the store is open 
from 9am-1pm Mondays to 
Thursdays, but depending on 
demand Shaun says he may 
open at other times as well.

He has been building up his 
supply of stock for the last 
four months.

“We’re fi nding out what 
the town needs for their 
building supplies so we can 
provide them with whatever 
they need,” says Shaun.

From Opunake it’s a 65km 
drive to New Plymouth and 

Providing a convenience for the community
“If they come in for 

something and we don’t 
have it we will provide that 
product for them,” he says.

The Taranaki Building Ltd (TBL) team. From left. Harley Loveridge-Seymour, Dave Seymour, Shaun Stanley, 
Devon Tonga, Jacob Whittle.

Open for business.Continued from page 13.
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Proud to support Shaun 
and his team at Taranaki 

Building Ltd
with our experienced electrical team 

31 Tasman Street, Opunake | Phone 06 761 8084

CONGRATULATIONS SHAUN AND MEL ON YOUR 
NEW VENTURE.  CONNECT LEGAL - PROUD TO BE 

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS.

PROUD TO WORK WITH SHAUN 
& THE TEAM AT TARANAKI 

BUILDING LIMITED

34 Egmont Street, New Plymouth 4310
Ph (06) 759 4252 | Mob 0274 888 222 

heydonyoung@insuretaranaki.co.nz | www.insuretaranaki.co.nz

Expert, Tailored Insurance Solutions

a 42km drive to Hawera.
“It’s a long way to get 

product so we’re providing 
a convenience for the 
community,” says Shaun.  
He says he caters for any 
type of building job whether 
it’s commercial, rural, 
residential, a new home, 
extensions, driveways, 
concreting or anything else.

“Basically all aspects,” 
says Shaun.

“We’ve got gib, ply, 
insulation, H 1.2 timber, 
H 3.2 timber, house piles, 
fencing, all types of gib from 
2.4 to 2.7, all ply, treated or 
untreated from 9ml to 19ml, 
ceiling insulation, wall 
insulation, building hand 
tools, screws, bolts, glue, the 
lot.”

Eftpos is available, and 
if TBL don’t have what 

Whatever your building needs Shaun will have it or he will  get it for you.

A building supplies store for Opunake.

Providing a convenience for the community

Continued from page 12. someone is looking for they 
will get it.

Shaun began his building 
career with a two-year 
apprenticeship with Mark 
Tatham, followed by three 
and a half years with Cleland 
Construction. He qualifi ed 
in January 2011 and eight 
months later went into 
business on his own when 
he started Taranaki Building 
Ltd. He started off working 
out of a van and renting, all 
the while building up the 
business “at a gradual pace.” 

He now has three 
apprentices working for 
him, one in his third year and 
two in their second, as well 
as two qualifi ed builders in 
addition to himself. Looking 
after the shop at the building 
supplies store is his wife 
Mel.

In its 12 years TBL has 
developed a client base 

stretching along the Taranaki 
coast from Okato to Manaia. 
There are clients who have 
been with Shaun all that 
time.

Inside the store.
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MICHAEL PRESTIDGE

For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

Sheldon Keech  - 027 222 7920

nevadagroup.co.nz   |  0800 464 393

NZ’s Leading 
Dairy Effluent 
Management 
Specialists

HIRE THE LORD OF THE  
              TREE RINGS

TARANAKI’S LARGEST 
MOBILE LOG SPLITTER!
Splits more than 50 cu/m in 8 hours just about 
anywhere on your farm.

Lifts and splits massive rounds straight onto 
your trailer.

$200 per hour + GST including operator.

FOR MORE INFO, CALL JOE GOODIN
TEL:  027 688 5372

SILAGE TYRES
FREE DELIVERY

(Conditions apply)
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Meet Emily Steiner, a dairy 
farmer from Edgecumbe in 
the Bay of Plenty. Emily 
operates a high-input farm 
that requires year-round 
milk production, resulting 
in a lot of slurry. However, 
managing the farm’s 
effl uent was a constant 
challenge for Emily and her 
team.

Years ago, they used 
traditional irrigation 
methods, but these had 
issues. They required 
constant monitoring, had 
uneven application, could 
only be used in one part of 
the farm, and posed a risk of 

contaminating waterways. 
Faced with these challenges, 
Emily decided to invest in a 
Nevada slurry tanker.

‘We’ve got a lot of canals 
and drains to watch out for. 
The tanker lets us spread 
when and where we want 
without risking getting into 
waterways.’ 

The slurry tanker has 
proven to be a game-changer 
for Emily’s farm. It allows 
her and her staff to spread 
the slurry all over the 
farm with ease and control 
the application, avoiding 
contamination of waterways. 
The tanker quickly became 
an essential tool for the farm, 

Emily’s secret to a thriving dairy farm

and over the years, it has 
been used more and more.

‘It gets used so much we 
just decided it was time to 
upgrade to a new one. The 

farm has grown a lot over 
the past 10 years, so the 
tanker is getting used more 
and more. We’ve saved a lot 
on fertilisers.’ 

So much so that after 10 
years of use, Emily decided 
to upgrade to a brand new 
14,700L Nevada slurry 
tanker.

Not only has the slurry 
tanker made managing the 
effl uent easier, but it has also 
saved Emily a lot of money 
on fertilisers over the years. 
Furthermore, as Emily 
has acquired neighbouring 
farms, the tanker has allowed 
her to expand without 
having to invest in additional 
infrastructure. 

‘The slurry tanker just 
makes it so easy. All the 
staff can use it, and we just 
take it wherever it needs to 
go. Simple’

Emily’s investment in 
the slurry tanker has been 
a resounding success, 
transforming the way she 
manages her farm’s effl uent 
and allowing her to grow her 
operation with ease. With 
her innovative approach 
and determination, Emily is 
a true inspiration for other 
farmers looking to improve 
their operations.

Michael Prestidge 
Nevada Effl uent 

Management Specialist

A Slurry tanker has proved a game changer for Bay of Plenty farmer Emily Steiner.

For many North Island 
maize growers the 2022-
23 season has been one to 
forget, and for some it has 
been a fi nancial disaster.

The latest AIMI (Arable 
Industry Marketing 
Initiative) report estimates 
a 2023 maize grain harvest 
of 164,400 tonnes, which is 

13% down on 2022, despite 
a 4% increase in harvest 
hectares. Yield was down 
16%.

Federated Farmers Arable 
Vice-President Maize Jamie 
Blennerhassett says, because 
as at the June 1 survey date 
some 37% of the crop was 
still unharvested. The 10-
year average for completed 
crop harvest by the start of 
June is 79%.

“The very wet growing 
season means across the 
wider country it has been 
a bad season. Maize grain 
crops in Northland, Bay of 
Plenty, the East Coast and 
right down to the Wairarapa 
are only at about 50% of 
long-term averages.

“The persistent rainfall and 
then the February cyclone 
meant for some, particularly 
in the eastern region between 
Napier and Gisborne, 
crops have been wiped out. 
Despite replanting two or 
three times, at the end some 
had nothing - and much 
higher costs than usual as 
well,” Blennerhassett said.

“It’s pretty devastating 
fi nancially for those people.”

Maize silage crops fared 
better. The harvest, at an 
estimated 1,051,600 tonnes, 
was down 7% compared 
to 2022, with a lower 
yield (down 9%) from an 
increased harvest area (up 
3%). Almost all the harvest 
was in by June 1.

Most maize grain is sold 
for poultry and pig feed, 
with some going to dairy. 
Blennerhassett said prices 
here are strongly linked to 
the cost of imported grain, 
and with the recent spike in 
world grain prices sparked 
by Russia’s attacks on 
shipments from the Ukraine, 
“if we get dragged into those 
impacts the poultry guys’ 
costs could rise”.

It’s unknown how much 
of the 37% of unharvested 
maize grain at the time of 
the June 1 AIMI survey 
has since been successfully 
brought in. The crop needs 
to be dried down for use and 
to keep the costs down of 
gas-fi red drying plant.

Blennerhassett said he 
was talking to one Gisborne 
grower at the Primary 
Industries NZ Summit in 

early July and he still hadn’t 
been able to get any of 
his crop in because of wet 
conditions.

A very poor season like 
this dents confi dence. The 
AIMI report said maize grain 
spring sowing intentions 
(hectares) were 12% down 
on 2022 and for maize silage 
3% down.

“The seed reps are saying 
there appears to be lower 
intentions to plant. A lot 
of the hectares in maize is 
land leased on year to year 
rollover and in some cases 
the banks will draw a line on 
fi nance given the disastrous 
season some have suffered,” 
Blennerhassett said.

“We traditionally have a 
south-westerly wind fl ow in 
New Zealand but with the 
La Niña phase we’ve been 
under it’s been the exact 
opposite, hence the heavy 
rainfall.

“We’re due to go back to an 
El Niño pattern but weather 
patterns have been so skew-
whiff. It makes it so diffi cult 
for growers to plan.”

Bad season for maize 
disastrous for some
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Value Farm ShedsValue Farm Sheds

Building
Supplies

Clearspan options with steel rafters, poles and timber. Visit our website 
for further details. Give us a call to get an estimate and plans!

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH  PHONE: 06 759 7435 

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD  PHONE: 0800 245 535

 www.valuebuilding.co.nz www.corkillsystems.co.nz

5 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006 PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336

Check out our new website

5 TASMAN ST5 TASMAN ST5 T , OPUNAKEASMAN ST, OPUNAKEASMAN ST

www
Check out our new website

Silent Diesel and Industrial 
Tractor Mount Generators

For Dairy Sheds, Houses, Pump Sheds and 
Commercial Sites

Sizes to suit all situations
A full range of cabling and outlet options to suit your 

personal requirements 

Tractor Mounts Features:
• Supplied with weather

proof cover
• Dials facing cab (one 

man operation)
• Heavy Duty Driveshaft
• Heavy Duty Construction
• 1000RPM Direct PTO

Driven (no gearbox or 
belts)

• Backup and Repair
Service for all Generators

The Centre for Climate 
Action Joint Venture 
announced at Fieldays 
its new trading name 
of AgriZeroNZ. It also 
announced its latest 
investment in a methane 
measurement facility, taking 
its confi rmed investments 
to over $8 million since 
launching in February this 
year.

 The announcements were 
made alongside Prime 
Minister Chris Hipkins, 
Agriculture Minister 
Damien O’Connor and 
Miles Hurrell, the Chief 
Executive of Fonterra, 
one of AgriZeroNZ’s 
agribusiness shareholders.

The newly named 
AgriZeroNZ is a world-fi rst 
investment fund established 
between Government 
and major agribusiness 
companies to help pasture-
based farmers in Aotearoa 
New Zealand reduce their 
agricultural emissions. 

  Executive Director 
Wayne McNee says the new 
name refl ects the company’s 
bold ambition to ensure 
all farmers in Aotearoa 
have equitable access to 
affordable, effective tools 
to reduce biogenic methane 
and nitrous oxide emissions, 
supporting a 30% reduction 
of emissions by 2030 and 
enabling development and 
adoption of solutions to 
drive towards ‘near zero’ by 
2040.

“AgriZeroNZ is a name that 
embodies our role which is 
to take the pressure off Kiwi 
farmers by making sure that 
they have equitable access 

Latest investment in methane measurement

to affordable and effective 
tools and technology cut 
their methane and nitrous 
oxide emissions, while 
maintaining effi ciency, 
production and profi tability. 

“We are doing this by 
bringing together many of 
the largest players in industry 
and government in New 
Zealand, and positioning 
AgriZeroNZ as a partner 
of choice. Our success will 
drive the continued success 
of New Zealand agriculture, 
while contributing to New 
Zealand’s broader efforts 
to reduce greenhouse-gas 
emissions.”

AgriZeroNZ’s third 
investment includes a $4 
million investment towards 

a methane measurement 
facility to be constructed 
at the Massey University 
dairy research farm in 
Palmerston North that will 
house twelve new cattle 
respiration chambers and 
associated infrastructure. 
AgriZeroNZ’s investment is 
in addition to $11.7 million 
from Government, $2 
million from AgResearch, 
and support from Massey 
University who will supply 
the land. The facility 
will scale up the research 
capacity in New Zealand 
for detailed measurement 
of biological agricultural 
emissions from cattle.

 McNee says “one of 
the primary functions of 
AgriZeroNZ is unblocking 
constraints to the 
development of emissions 
reduction tools and 
technology in New Zealand 
and providing system-wide 
funding to deliver facilities 
and infrastructure to support 
the industry in its drive 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. This investment 
in the methane measurement 
facility will provide a huge 
boost to research capacity 
for New Zealand agri-
researchers.

“Our small team has hit 
the ground running since 
we were established just 
four months ago, refl ecting 
the ambition of our 
shareholders and the need 
to drive solutions that will 
get emissions reducing tools 
and technologies into the 
hands of farmers as soon as 
possible.

“That includes working 
closely with the New 

Zealand Agricultural 
Greenhouse Gas Research 
Centre as our partner in the 
Centre for Climate Action 
on Agricultural Emissions.

“New Zealand’s global 
customers are setting 
ambitious greenhouse gas 
reduction targets, and if we 
can’t meet these targets, 
export revenue that has 
underpinned our living 
standards will be under 

threat. We must confront 
this reality, and I believe we 
can meet the challenge. 

“We continue to welcome 
interest from potential new 
shareholders, technology 
companies and strategic 
partners. We expect to make 
further announcements on 
new investments in the 
coming months.”

This year marks 
AgriZeroNZ’s fi rst Fieldays, 
following the announcement 
at Fieldays in November last 
year by then Prime Minister 
Ardern and industry leaders 
that the government and 
industry would invest 
around $170 million over the 
next four years through this 
world-fi rst joint venture.

In April, AgriZeroNZ 
announced its investment 
of $1.8 million for a stake 
in Ruminant Biotech, a 
New Zealand-based start-
up that is developing a 
slow-release, biodegradable 
methane-inhibiting bolus for 
livestock.

In Ma
y, AgriZeroNZ committed 

$2.5 million to ensure the 
continuation of research 
underway in New Zealand 
toward developing a 
methane vaccine and 
methane inhibitor for use in 
livestock.

From left. Minister of Agriculture Damien O’Connor, AgriZeroNZ Executive Director  Wayne McNee, MPI Director 
General Ray Smith, Massey University Professor Ray Geor, Prime Minister Chris Hipkins, AgResearch CEO Dr Sue 
Bidrose.

Wayne McNee, AgriZeroNZ Executive Director at 
2023 Fieldays.
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WE HAVE MADE THE SWITCH; NOW LET’S 
MAKE THINGS EASIER FOR YOU! 

If you are currently using Hawk-Eye, Precision, My Ballance or Tabula Farming—We can link you up with 
our new & improved system TABULA with the click of a button….  
If you are not using any of the above, then why not?   

  

    Help us, help you get yourself set up and make the link.  

    If you’re after more information or need a hand to get yourself set up give me a call!!! 

  

We can help you make your Nitrogen Reporting much easier! 

Proof of placement maps are available to you with all the relevant breakdowns needed for your 
essential Nitrogen reports. 

Jamie-Lee Nickel 027 279 0157 
   0508 726 336 

Spreading Sandfords 
 

  

Federated Farmers have 
elected Wayne Langford, 
a 40-year-old dairy farmer 
from Golden Bay, as the 
organisation’s new national 
President.

“It’s a huge honour to be 
elected to lead Federated 
Farmers, but I’m certainly 
feeling the weight of 
responsibility that comes 
with it,” Langford says.

“Federated Farmers are 
the largest rural advocacy 
organisation in the country 
and farmers are looking to 
us for strong leadership as 
they try to navigate their 
way through an increasingly 
complex world.

“Farmers can expect to see 
me bring my own style and 
approach to the role while 
also honouring the long and 
proud 124-year history of an 
organisation that’s served 
our sector so well.

“We’ve got some big 

challenges ahead of us with 
changing regulations, rising 
on farm costs, high interest 
rates, and profit squeeze 
putting pressure on farming 
families.

“There’s no denying that 
times are tough, but we 
can’t let fear, negativity or 
frustration divide us at the 
very moment we should 
be coming together to find 
pragmatic solutions that will 
work for farmers and rural 
communities.”

Federated Farmers have 
an important role to play in 
finding a pathway forward 
through strong and trusting 
relationships, and credible 
farmer representation that 
is well connected at the 
grassroots level, Langford 
says.

Langford is joined by 
South-Canterbury mixed 
arable farmer Colin Hurst, 
a former director for the 

Foundation for Arable 
Research, as Vice-President.

“Our organisation is in 
great health with a huge 
turnout to our AGM this 
week, certainly the largest 
I’ve seen in all my years with 
Feds, and the day was full of 
really positive discussion,” 
Hurst says.

“I’m really excited about 
the direction our organisation 
is heading under Wayne’s 
leadership, and I think we’ve 
got the right mix of people 
sitting around the table to 
set the organisation up for 
success.

“Although it can feel tough 
at times, farmers need to stay 
positive and keep working 
toward practical solutions to 
the challenges we’re facing.

“New Zealand farming 
has a really bright future 
ahead of us, and we have 
some amazing young leaders 
coming up through our ranks 
at Federated Farmers. We 

Langford new Feds president

Newly elected Federated Farmers Vice-President Colin Hurst, left, and President, 
Wayne Langford.
just need to stick together 
and keep talking through the 
tough stuff.”

Sandra Faulkner, Mark 

Hooper, Toby Williams, and 
Richard McIntyre were all 
re-elected to the Board.

North Canterbury Arable 

Farmers David Birkett joins 
the board as Arable Chair. 

Mark Ross has started 
a new position as 
Chief Executive of the 
Wood Processors and 
Manufacturers Association 
of NZ. 

WPMA represents over 
65 companies involved in 
the wider wood products 
industry. 

Mark says he has a strong 
passion for our primary 
industries and natural 
environment, having 
worked within the wider 
agricultural, horticultural, 

and forestry industries 
throughout his career.. 

‘With my experience 
working across the primary 
industries I am well 

versed in the forestry and 
wood processing sectors. 
Specifically, in my earlier 
career at the Ministry of 
Forestry (prior to becoming 
MPI), where I worked in 
forestry import and export 
quarantine, forest health 
and biosecurity incursions, 
such as the aerial operation 
to successfully eradicate the 
white-spotted tussock moth 
from Auckland’ said Ross 
‘the recent announcement by 
the government of the $57 
million wood processing 

growth fund and the launch 
of the Forestry and Wood 
Processing Transformation 
Plan makes it an exciting 
time for me to join the 
WPMA’. 

He says the WPMA has 
a leading role to play in a 
number of areas, including: 
improving government 
and the WPMA industry 
collaboration and policy 
alignment, encouraging 
investment to increase 
manufacturing and research 
into advanced wood-based 

products for building, biotech 
and fuels, advocating for the 
‘delayed emissions’ benefit 
of long-lived harvested 
wood products through 
development of a scheme 
to bring Harvested Wood 
Products into the ETS to the 
benefit of wood processors; 
and providing leadership 
and support to its members 
through fronting industry 
advocacy and issues. 

Ross says ‘It is essential 
that as a country we hasten 
the development of our 

domestic wood processing 
and manufacturing sector. 
This will be progressed 
through creating and selling 
our wood product story, 
plus working closely with 
government and the wider 
industry to encourage 
greater support, innovation, 
and investment.’ 

Mark was previously 
the Chief Executive of 
Animal and Plant Health 
NZ (formerly Agcarm), a 
position he held for eight 
years.

New chief executive for WPMA

Mark Ross.
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Proud to sponsor 
Coastal Rugby

ELTHAM

Proud to be supporting
COASTAL RUGBY

ACCOUNTING AND TAX

Call us on 06 281 1565 or 027 4542 284
62B Carthew St, Okato

0800 100 123

BRUCE THOMPSON
FREEPHONE 0800 654 779

MOBILE 027 4455 258

06 759 9034

027 558 9004

YOUR BROADBAND SPECIALISTS
GO LOCAL - SWITCH NOW
0800 123 774 | www.primo.nz

UNIFIED AND AMPLIFIED FORCE - COASTAL RUGBY 2023 

For all your Livestock requirements
NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511
Sheldon Keech - 027 222 7920

CHALLENGE Rahotu
5800  South Rd, Rahotu

Ph 06 763 8848

After 28 years the Coastal 
Rugby Club is still going 
strong. On Friday night 
(July 22) the club which 
was formed from a merger 
of rugby clubs along the 
Taranaki coast held their 
annual prizegiving at Te 
Maru Farm, Tataraimaka 
to celebrate another year of 
Coastal rugby and hand out 
the prizes for the season. 
Over 200 people attended.

In honouring Ben 
Burmeister’s 20 year 
commitment to Coastal 
Rugby, club stalwart Ray 
Barron recalled the fi rst 
prizegiving back in 1995 
when those attending 
included then prime minister 
Jim Bolger.

“Chris Hipkins is on his 
way” yelled out somebody 
from the audience.

Club president Janet 
Fleming noted the large 
number of Coastal players 
who had been selected for 
representative honours.

“What other club or 
region in New Zealand has 
that many representative 
players? What other club 
has four players in the All 
Blacks? That’s us,” she said, 
referring to All Blacks Josh 
Lord and the three Barrett 
brothers, Beauden, Jordy 
and Scott. 

Coastal celebrate another season of rugby

Celebrating 20 years playing for the Coastal Rugby Club Ben Burmeister with Ray Barron.
“There’s something special 

about Coastal Rugby and 
that’s our culture.”

She was also looking 
forward to the Club’s 2025 
trip to the United States and 
hoping lots of supporters 
would come on board.

“We’re going as a club trip 
not a team trip,” she said.

There were also tributes to 
longstanding supporters of 
the club, particularly Deb 
Davies as well as individual 
players. 

Premiers coach Trent 
Olliver noted they had 17 
players aged under 22.

“We have amazing talent in 
the club this year. You guys 
are what the club is going to 
be built on in the next four, 
fi ve and six years.”

He paid tribute to his 
players, including those 
leaving, and Luka Cassidy.

“Probably the best import 
Coastal has brought in for all 
time.”

The Div 1 team who made 
it as far as the semi-fi nals 
received the Cup for Most 
Outstanding Team. 

“We had the goal to make it 
to the fi nals but we couldn’t 
make it past the semis,” said 
co-coach Thys Van der Poel. 

He said they went from 
having only one reserve for 
their fi rst match at Hawera to 

having 50 players at the end 
of the season and fi nishing 
third in the competition.

“It was a massive 
improvement from last 
year,” he said. 

Colts co-coach Matt Lawn 
said it had not been an easy 
year for the team.

“It was a pretty tough 
season for us. We didn’t 
get the results we wanted, 
but we gave it our all. We 
had players playing out 
of position. We had three 
captains for the season, and 
it was tough some weeks 
to get players to play in the 
positions they wanted. We 
know the boys just gave 
it their all and it would be 
great if these guys stayed 
together.”

The Women’s team 
picked up the award for 
Outstanding Team off the 
Field. Coach Toka Walden 
said it was appropriate that 
the prizegiving took place so 
soon after Matariki as it was 
an opportunity to refl ect on 
those who paved the way for 
the club to be formed.

“We are coming together 
as a whanau today refl ecting 
and moving forward on 
where is this club moving 
into the future.” 

He said that in the fi rst 
year Coastal had fi elded a 

Women’s team they had 
only one win, and they had 
left it to the fi nal game of the 
season to achieve that.

“This year we had four 
wins so we are defi nitely 
improving, but there are 
challenges ahead of us.”

He paid tribute to the 
commitment of the players 
who had travelled from 
as far afi eld as Eltham, 
Kaponga and Bell Block for 
training.

Guests enjoyed dinner 
between the presentation 
of the team prizes, with 
the formal part of the 
evening concluding with 
the presentation of the club 
trophies. These included the 
presentation of the Jordy 
Adams Memorial Club 
named in honour of Jordy 
Adams, a Coastal Rugby 
player who died in November 
2021 after jumping into the 
Waiwhakaiho River. This 
year it was awarded to Jacob 
Whittle for being a Good 
Coastal Lad. .

The last word goes to 
former club president Brent 
Davies.

“I love this club and I’ve 
met some awesome people. 
In games, as in life, you get 
into some dark situations 
and there’s a lot of guys 
backing you up.”
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PICKERING MOTORS
PH: 06 761 8363 - Tennyson St - Opunake

GO COASTAL!

Simpsons Tyres and Service Centre
22 Leach Street - New Plymouth

Ph: 06 758 0780 29

RURAL CARRIERS

Proud to support Coastal Rugby

RURAL CARRIERS

Proud to sponsor 
Coastal Rugby

97 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE | PH 06 761 7079

1st Floor, 9 Young St, NP
newplymouth@craigsip.com 06 759 0015

Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby
CHRIS STANDING - 021 791 246

Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby

SINCLAIR
ELECTRICAL &

REFRIGERATION
Opunake 761 8084
Kaponga 764 6084

Okato 752 4084
Manaia 274 8084

sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz

0274 442 703

UNIFIED AND AMPLIFIED FORCE - COASTAL RUGBY 2023 

459 HEADS ROAD, CASTLECLIFF, 
WHANGANUI
PH 06 929 5763

Supporting Taranaki farmers 
and proud to 
be in the 
scrum with 
Coastal 
Rugby!

  

Grant Gibson 027 528 8511
admnewzealand.co.nz
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Phone: 06 751 1265

Mobile: 027 242 1812

Proudly supporting the coast for
over 56 Years.

Sponsors of
COASTAL DIVISION 1

Corkill Systems Colts 
Coach. Matt Lawn, Richard 
Beckett. Manager. Ryan 
Hoskins. Amanda Drought.

Des Corbett Trophy. 
Best Team Player. Thomas 
Fisher. Gavin Gopperth 
Trophy. Most Outstanding. 
Samuel Drought. Max 
Meyer Trophy. Top Try 
Scorer. Samuel Drought. 
Ryan Hoskins Trophy. Most 
Promising. Caiaus Owen.

FBT. Division 1. Coach. 
Bryn Chard, Thys Van Der 
Poel,. Manager. Joe Brophy, 
Debs Davies..

T.P.O’Sullivan Trophy. 
Best Team Player. George 
Kalin. Tom Goodin Trophy. 
Most Outstanding. Logan 

Catherine Cook, Beth Cook, Victoria McCollough, Toka Walden and James Murphy.

Coastal Rugby prizegiving 2023

Stevenson. Tommy Barrett 
Memorial Trophy. Top Try 
Scorer. Logan Stevenson. 
Ray Hayward Trophy. Most 
Improved. Scott Anderson. 

Farm Source Premiers. 
Coach. Trent Olliver, Ross 
Sinclair. Manager Gerard 
Kalin, Tim Hurley, Brendon 
Harvie.

Michelob Trophy. Best 
Team Player. Harry Foreman. 
Eddie Carey Trophy. Most 
Outstanding. Chris Gawler. 
Peter & Maureen Nelson 
Trophy. Top Try Scorer. 
Kusi Drauna. Olliver Cup. 
Player’s Player. Luca 
Cassidy.

Frontrunner Women’s. 
Coach. Toka Walden, 

James Murphy. Manager 
Catherine Cook. BTW 
Cup. Most Valuable. Beth 
Cook. Butlers Reef Cup. 
Most Dedicated. Victoria 
McCullough. McCullough 
Cup. Most Improved. Ashley 
Rupapera. Weir Family Cup. 
Player’s Player. Charlotte 
Webby.

Club Trophies.
Pat Richardson Rangi 

Ngaia Trophy. Most 
Outstanding Team. Div 
1. McCarthy Memorial 
Trophy. Top Club Points 
Scorer. Jackson Sinclair. 
Okato Tavern Trophy. Most 
Honest Player. Beni Kalin. 
Rahotu Junior Team Trophy. 
Most Promising junior. Kurt 

Hoffman. Simon Feaver 
Trophy. Most Promising 
Senior. Beau Pari. Coastal 
Rugby Club. Outstanding 
Sportsmanship. Ben Brophy. 
C & N Riordan Trophy. 

Most Enthusiastic 
Supporter. Dilly and Lisa 
Feaver. 

Burnnand Trophy. Best 
Club Member. Victoria 
McCullough. Brent & Debs 
Davies. Outstanding Team 
Off Field. Women. 

Jordy Adams Memorial 
Cup. A Good Coastal Lad. 
Jacob Whittle. 

Ben Burmeister recognised 
for 20 years’ service to 
Coastal Rugby
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179 Courtney Street, NP | 0800 BTW Survey (0800 289 787)

5 Tasman Street Opunake, Taranaki
PHONE 06 761 7531 -  0800 107006

Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby

Proud to be supporting 
Coastal Rugby Women

Tim Hurley 027 414 6756 
Daniel Crowley 027 215 3609

Proud to sponsor 
Coastal Rugby Coastal 

Veterinary Services
Ph 06 761 8105

Rusty: 027 280 0743

NEW PLYMOUTH | INGLEWOOD  
STRATFORD | HAWERA

John & Jacinta Hurley

67 Breakwater Rd, 
Motorua

Phone 06 751 5065

NEWTON GORDGE 
JOINERY

Contact Phill

027 236 7129

South Taranaki Pioneer 
Area Manager:

Kim Sharpe 027 528 0012

North Taranaki Pioneer 
Area Manager:

Alan Bunning  027 206 0147

SUPPORTING 
COASTAL RUGBY

57 Tukapa St, 

New Plymouth

06 753 7929

Phone: 06 761 8037                      Email: cavco@xtra.co.nz

UNIFIED AND AMPLIFIED FORCE - COASTAL RUGBY 2023 

Jared McBride
06 752 4558 or 
027 4775 701

GO COASTAL!

 Premier awards Kusi Drauna, Harry Foreman, Chris Gawler, Luca Cassidy.with Coach Trent Olliver and  Farm 
Source rep Ricky Chapman.

Coastal Rugby prizegiving 2023

Top Club Points Scorer Jackson Sinclair with  Coastal Life Member Ray Barron.

Photos Scott Anderson Visuals.
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SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

Sinclair Electrical 
are your heat pump specialists

Call today for exceptional service and a warmer home this winter!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:

www.andersonspies.co.nz
OPENING HOURS

MON TO FRIDAY 6am - 4pm
PH 06 278 5553 

sales@andersonspies.co.nz

“best you can buy
an Andersons pie”

144 Princes St
HAWERA

Justaskme was the popular 
winner of this year’s 
Opunake Cup races in New 
Plymouth. 

There was a tremendous 
crowd of horse racing fans 
for this annual event which 

Huge crowds at Opunake Cup races

Justaskme won the 2023 Sinclair Electrical and 
Refrigeration Opunake Cup last Saturday at New 
Plymouth Raceway. 

Bruce Sharrock, left, and co-owner and trainer, Allan 
Sharrock, gave the horse friendly pats. 

Strapper Brenna Tait kept the champion of the turf on 
a short lead. 

Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration staff enjoying the 
Corporate Hospitality at The Opunake Cup Day.

Race 1. Place First.  2 Who’s 
Complainin. Place Second.  
6 The Dutch Dame. Place 
Third. 5 Tsunami.
Race 2. Place First.t 2 . 
Spencer. Place Second.  1. 
Momosa. Place Third.  5. 
Tiger Lily.
Race 3. 1. Rocket Science. 
Place Second.  4. Caitlyns 
Wish. Place Third. 

There were beaming smiles all round when Justaskme won the Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration Opunake 
Cup last Saturday at New Plymouth Raceway. Photographed from left, Emma Davies, Bruce Sharrock, one of 
the owners. Next is the jockey, Johnathan Parkes, Brian Sinclair, Allan Sharrock co-owner, trainer and in the 
background is Monique Sinclair. 

Opunake Cup Racing Results
Catsacharmer.
Race 4. Place First. 8 The 
Witch.. Place Second. 6 
Lady Performer. Place 
Third. 10 Opal Spirit. 
Race 5. Place First.  1  
Justaskme. Place Second. 
7 Chajaba. Place Third. 4. 
Helena Baby.
Race 6. Place First. 2. Mr 
Didgeridoo. Place Second. 4 

Iconic Lass. Place Third. 1. 
Diogenes. 
Race 7. Place First. 14 
Sidebar. Place Second. 10 
Zeefa Zed. Place Third. 11 
Regal Rock.
Race  8. Place First.  1 Duke 
of Plumpton. Place Second.  
2. Flower of Wanaka. Place 
Third 7 Shez Super.

was sponsored by Sinclair 
Electrical and Refrigeration 
in Opunake. Brian Sinclair 
said it was one of the 
best race meetings he had 
attended. 

Noel Stanley, Coastal 

member of the race 
organisers, was really 
pleased with the numbers in 
the Punters’ Club contest. 
“We were thrilled with 
the enthusiasm of all our 
vistitors - it was a friendly 
and well behaved lot of 

folk.”
Kathy Stanley 
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The o�ces at New Plymouth, Stratford and Whanganui are ready to help 
with your development.

Please email or call
 New Plymouth 06 759 0904   |  Stratford 06 765 4122 

Whanganui  06 345 0333 
Email: info@jsl.nz              Website: www.jsl.nz

600 Devon St East . Fitzroy 
& 16A Manadon St . Spotswood

06 757 8665 . tht.co.nz

 

Quality Equipment!
Excellent Service!

HIRE IT

 16A Manadon St . Spotswood

On the move with Manor Build
Spotted a few Manor Build homes being transported around the 

Taranaki region recently?
Check out this one travelling through Opunake on the way to its new site. 
Want to know more about Manor Build and the benefi ts of transportable 

homes?
Read on below.
For more than 20 years the Uniplan Group specialised in creating 

transportable buildings for the holiday park industry. As the New 
Zealand housing market became increasingly steeper, more and more 
people enquired about residential pre-fabricated building options, 
seeing a gap in the market Manor Build was born. 

Having many years of combined experience amongst our qualifi ed 
staff and management team, we create affordable yet luxurious 
prefabricated homes at our factory in New Plymouth, then transport them 
over much of the North Island to their new home. We offer a great deal 
of choice on the design of your prefabricated home, you can choose a 
design to meet your needs with our contemporary designs ranging from 
two to four bedrooms.

Our factory is based at 40 Ocean View Parade, New Plymouth. Come 
on down, we would love to show you around!

Manor Build Transportable homes, offer several benefi ts compared to 
traditional site-built homes. 

1. Cost-effective: Transportable homes are often more affordable 

than traditional homes. The construction process is streamlined and takes place in a factory 
setting, which can lead to cost savings in terms of labour, materials, and reduced construction 
time.

2. Speed of construction: Prefab homes are built in a controlled environment, which 
means there are no weather-related delays. As a result, the construction process is typically 
faster compared to on-site building, allowing homeowners to move in sooner.

3. Flexibility and customization: Despite being prefabricated, transportable homes 
offer a wide range of design options and customization. Buyers can choose from various fl oor 
plans, sizes, fi nishes, and features to suit their preferences and needs.

4. Lower site preparation costs: Transportable homes often require less site preparation 
compared to traditional homes. Since they are built off-site, there is less disruption to the 
building site, resulting in reduced landscaping and foundation costs.

5. Consistent quality: Due to the controlled construction environment and standardized 
building processes, the quality of transportable homes tends to be more consistent compared 
to on-site construction, where variations can occur due to weather conditions and individual 
builder techniques.

6. Energy effi ciency/ Thermal Performance: Many transportable home manufacturers 
incorporate energy-effi cient features such as better insulation, double-glazed windows, and 
effi cient HVAC systems, leading to potential energy savings over time.

Sandfords 
Manaia Golf 
results

Junior Golf. July 16. The 
Trophy. 1. Ruby Edwards. 
Lennox Finnigan. The Winner. 
2. Tyler Parata. Micah Gut.

July 23. Seniors Putting. 1. 
Archie Schumacher. 2. Ruby 
Edwards. 

Stroke Play. 1. Archie 
Schumacher. 2. Ruby Edwards.

Pee Wees. Putting. 1. Lennox 
Finnigan. 2. Marlin Severn. 3. 
Dixie Jenkins. 

Stroke. 1. Marlin Severn. 
2. Lennox Finnigan. 3. Dixie 
Jenkins.

Weighty high-rises 
contribute to New York’s 
sinking feeling 

New York faces an accelerating fl ooding risk from sea level 
rise, increasing storm intensity, and even the city’s buildings 
themselves. Researchers have estimated the weight of New 
York City’s built environment to be 1.68 trillion pounds, 
and the cumulative mass and downward pressure from this 
could contribute to subsidence – the sinking of the Earth’s 
surface. As coastal cities are growing around the world, the 
authors want to raise awareness that every high-rise building 
could contribute to future fl ood risk, so mitigation strategies 
need to be included.   

New Zealand’s largest 
and only national stone 
benchtop fabricator 
has announced that it 
is banning engineered 
stone that contains 
more than 40 percent 
silica – part of its 
ongoing efforts in the 
fi ght against silicosis.

AGB Stone, which has 
six factories across the 
country and employs 
more than 130 people, 
will phase out high-
silica slabs and cease 

AGB Stone to ban high-silica stone in fi ght 
against silicosis

working with suppliers who 
cannot meet the company’s 
standards.

Long-time advocates for 
safe work practices, AGB 
owners Cam and Christine 
Paranthoiene have for 
many years led the way 
stone fabricators should 
operate – including creating 
proprietary processes, 
investing millions of dollars 
in state-of-the-art machinery 
and being early adopters 
of wet-cutting and air 
monitoring as a safeguard 

against the potentially-fatal 
lung disease silicosis. 

“We want to protect our 
staff, our customers and our 
industry. It’s the right thing 
to do,” Cam says.

The scale of the danger of 
silicosis from dust emitted 
when stone is dry cut or 
polished was not fully 
known in the industry until 
2019. 
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Experience a long weekend fi lled with 
unique culinary events celebrating our 
local food scene. Book in to an event 
and experience the amazing food 
grown here, the talented people 
who create it, and the unique 
places to experience it.

Tickets: www.feastival.co.nz

The Vault Ocean & Earth 
SEATINGS: 5PM, 6PM & 7PM 

$45 Ticket includes: Garlic fry bread, 250g Scotch 
fi llet steak, plus whole king prawns OR steamed 
mussels in a creamy garlic sauce.

$95 Ticket includes: Ocean and Earth platter for 2 
includes Garlic fry bread, 500g Scotch fi llet steak 
strips, whole king prawns, steamed mussels, salt n 
pepper calamari.

Come and join the team at The Vault in Opunake 
for a unique feast from the ocean and earth.  Wine 
specials available on the night, including Paloma 
Tempranillo and mulled wine by the glass. 
Complimentary transport available – please indicate 
when booking tickets

Taste the Movie 
2 – 5PM / TICKETS $70
DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: GF AND VEG 

A collaboration between Everybody's Theatre 
and Soul Kitchen Opunake. Come and enjoy  
a welcome glass of sparkling, and the movie 
“Chevalier” in the amazing setting that is 
Everybody’s Theatre (think cosy comfy 
couches and blankets in a stylish cinema).

Your movie experience will be paired with four 
French-themed canapes from Soul Kitchen: 

°  Smoked Salmon Canape on Baked by Blanche Rye

°  Potage Crecy featuring Kaitake Gardens carrots

°  Beef “Bourguignon” featuring Green Meadows beef

°  Honey and Lavender Mousse 

Saturday 5th August Sunday 6th August 

Winter Feastival Taranaki 
August 2 – 6, combines local 
Taranaki food collaborations 
and the seasonal and rich 
bounty of the region and our 
people.  

With close to 20 events 
around the region guests 
can indulge in unique food 
experiences in Hawera, 
Urenui, Opunake, Stratford, 
Oakura, Kaitaki and New 
Plymouth.  Feastival is 
sponsored by the New 
Plymouth District Council, 
Venture Taranaki, South 
Taranaki District Council, 
Favour the Brave, Cheers 
Digital, TSH and Mad 
Media.

Founder Rachel Church 
says “The Winter Feastival 
event line up is amazing – so 
many creative, collaborative 
and fun events all around the 
region.  Events feature our 
amazing local producers, 
and are a fabulous way to 
celebrate Taranaki on a 
plate.”

Events include:
• “The Fantastic 

World of Fungi” Food 
writer, and creator of 
“Tasty in Taranaki”, Amber 
Mathew in conversation with 
author Liv Sisson about her 
book “Fungi of Aotearoa.” 
Explore Puke Ariki’s “State 
of Nature - Picturing the 
Silent Forest” and enjoy 
fungi- focused canapes by 
chef Dylan Wilson from 
Frederic’s and a mushroom 
dessert by Abbey Macfi e, all 
matched with cocktails from 
Juno Gin. 

Much to feast on with Feastival

• long lunches: 
‘Blanc de Blanc de Blanc’ 
at the Nice Hotel, and a six 
hour ‘Long Italian lunch’ at 
Toret

• ‘Growers and 
Producers Winter Feast’ 
in Urenui, ‘Fork and Fire 
at Ohangai’ and ‘Death 
by Chocolate’ with Malva 
Chocolate, Fenton St Gin, 
Abbey Macfi e and Garden 
Cake Kitchen 

• ‘Taste the Movie’ 
with Soul Food Kitchen at 
Everybody’s Theatre and an 
Ocean and Earth dinner at 
the Vault in Opunake

• a butchery 
demonstration and two 
course dinner with Meat 

at Yours at Trencherman 
Chophouse

• Taste of Taranaki 
-Trust the Chef at Haukai 
Novotel New Plymouth, 
degustation at Arborio and 
fi ne dinner at Bella Vita

• Plate Based 
Wellness Bowls with Wild 
Pear Kitchen and Quirky 
Quail’s Nest Eatery with 
Zoe Liquor

• Classes including a 
private dinner and sourdough 
making with Chef Jeff Poole 
and spiced rum with LWF 
Distilling

Run by the Taranaki 
Culinary Action Group, a 
group of local Taranaki food 
and beverage producers, 

restauranteurs, and event 
professionals passionate 
about this region, the food 
that we produce and the 
people that bring it to our 
table. They are working 
hard to ensure that Taranaki 
is known as a food and 
beverage destination and 
around the mountain 
experience with limited food 
miles, including producers, 
restaurants, cafes and bars, 
venues, and accommodation 
providers.

Tickets available www.
feastival.co.nz 

Contact: Rachel Church, 
021 307 603, rachel@
feastival.co.nz

Stuart Greenhill from Fenton Street Distillery at Ohangai, in Hawera.
Photography by Thomas Busby, MAD Media at Ohangai, Hawera.

Having stepped away from 
the 9-5, Melanie Fleet has 
embarked on her dream of 
being a fulltime artist. In this 
exhibition Melanie presents 
four different collections 
all created during her fi rst 
year, which has just come 
to an end. As you will see, 
Melanie is not content with 
just using one medium and 
loves to push her skills to 
the limits. There is a certain 
level of self awareness 
unfolding within her work 
and you can see at times 
some very raw emotion - 
which in contrast is then 
met head on with moments 
of quirky playfulness. 
Melanie’s mediums include 

photography, assemblage 
art, painting, pop-art and 
collage.

The Opening Event will 
be held on Monday July31 
at 6.00 pm at The Village 
Gallery. There will be a 
supper, and live music by 
Viviene Genet, for your 
pleasure. Please make sure 
to save the date. Recently 
becoming a full-time artist, 
Mel Fleet presents four 
different collections of work, 
including photography, 
assemblage art, painting, 
pop-art and collage.

Self-awareness, raw 
emotion and quirky 
playfulness are explored. 
(pictured)

Melanie Fleet at 
The Village Gallery

: What we eat, and the 
excess body weight we carry, 
has now overtaken smoking 
as the most important 
preventable cause of disease. 
Newly updated dietary 
advice from the World 
Health Organization on fat 
and carbohydrate intake is 
welcomed by New Zealand 
researchers, as uncertainty 
remains regarding the ideal 

composition of healthy diets. 
Scientists from the Healthier 
Lives – He Oranga Hauora 
National Science Challenge, 
Professor Sir Jim Mann 
and Dr Andrew Reynolds, 
have contributed to research 
informing the new WHO 
dietary guidelines, which 
incorporate the most up-to-
date international evidence. 

What we eat and 
excess weight now most 
important preventable 
cause of disease
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27 Oct - 05 Nov 2023

ON SALE NOW!

Taranaki is fast becoming 
known as the garden capital 
of New Zealand. Nestled 
between the majestic 
mountain and the wild west 
coast are some of New 
Zealand’s most spectacular 

One of the country’s longest running garden festivals

private and public gardens.
The Centuria Taranaki 

Garden Festival, formerly 
the Rhododendron Festival 
was established in 1987. 
Now, in its 36th year, the 
annual ten-day festival is 

NPDC

17 June 2023 - 1 October 2023 
Lane Gallery, Puke Ariki Museum

one of the longest-running in 
the country offering visitors 
an exclusive opportunity 
to discover and explore 
Taranaki- like no other, 
our unique environment, 
scenery, and glorious award-

This is a new service for residents of
Ōpunake and  surrounding areas making it

easier to access Government help and
support

 
Come and meet the team!

 
Monday 7th August

21 Napier St, Opunake
From 1pm 

 
Free sausage sizzle

 
We can provide assistance with housing, health,

education or employment
 

0800 TUI ORA
 
 

Please join Tui Ora and the
Ministry of Social

Development for the launch
of Heartlands  

winning gardens.
Our festival has countless 

opportunities to offer, soak 
up the region’s wealth 
of gardening knowledge, 
immerse in the thriving 
creative community, and 
enjoy the world-class 
regional hospitality and 
attractions. The festival 
entices the culturally driven, 

socially aware, and active 
participants, who are seeking 
memorable and inspirational 
experiences.

The garden festival features 
over 42 gardens, from the 
established park-like country 
gardens, sustainable urban 
food forests, inner-city sub-
tropical rainforests, and 
native sanctuaries. Close to 

half of our festival gardens 
are recognised by the New 
Zealand Gardens Trust 
as International, National 
and Regional gardens of 
signifi cance. Taranaki is the 
destination this spring, and 
we are looking forward to 
seeing you in the gardens.

The Taranaki Garden Festival is on from October 27 to November 5.

composition of healthy diets. 
Scientists from the Healthier 
Lives – He Oranga Hauora 
National Science Challenge, 
Professor Sir Jim Mann 
and Dr Andrew Reynolds, 
have contributed to research 
informing the new WHO 
dietary guidelines, which 
incorporate the most up-to-
date international evidence. 

MBIE’s latest petroleum 
data shows the shocking 
effect of damaged 
investment signals, with gas 
reserves dropping below 
ten years of remaining use 
for the fi rst time say Energy 
Resources Aotearoa. 

Energy Resources 
Aotearoa Chief Executive 
John Carnegie says:

“Almost ten percent of the 
electricity we use to heat our 
homes and keep businesses’ 
lights on comes from New 
Zealand’s domestically 
produced natural gas. It is 
a vital component in our 
energy mix and picks up 
the slack when weather-
dependent renewables 
cannot get there on their 
own.”

“Natural gas is not just 
used to generate electricity. 
New Zealand’s industry 
is powered by affordable 
natural gas, including 
industries such as dairy, 
methanol and steel.”

Carnegie says that greater 
investment confi dence is 
needed immediately, as New 
Zealand now faces an energy 
shortfall.

“What affordable 
alternative renewable energy 
source at scale can possibly 
fi ll the gap now forecast to 
emerge in less than 8 years’ 
time? Alarm bells should be 
ringing.

“Without enough domestic 
supply of energy there will 
be no further electrifi cation 
of transport. Large 
manufacturers will close, 

and there will be no energy 
source capable of fi rming 
up renewables in the depths 
of winter other than high-
emissions coal. That will be 
our reality if we continue 
down this track.

“New Zealand needs 
to restore investment 
confi dence in the production 
of natural gas. Statements 
like those of the Australian 
Labour Prime Minister that 
gas has a key role to play in 
guaranteeing the country’s 
energy security would be a 
good start.”

Energy security in peril
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WE HAVE MOVED TO 33 GOVER STREET, 
NEW PLYMOUTH PHONE 06 758 8746

ART SALE
NOW ON

10th, 11th and 12th 
August

Doors open at 9.00am 
daily

East End Skate Rink &
East End Surf Club
End of Nobs Line,

Strandon
Phone 0274910012

Auditions       Auditions           Auditions
Opunake Players Inc

 
Present

Try this for size 
(or Moustaches, Muffs & Minstrels)
A Deliberately Bawdy Victorian Melodrama.

A Fab, Fun Show.

Written by: Jon Gadsby & David McPhail
Directed by: Wendy Smith

Auditions
At The Lakeside Playhouse, 
17a Layard Street, Opunake.

Sunday August the 6th: 1:30 pm & 7pm
On Stage in November

Cast of 7-9, also require singers, backstage, lighting and 
sound people, all welcome.sound people, all welcome.

The Salvation Army’s Book Fair 
has thousands of used books on offer. 
The event will be held on Thursday 
10  August , Friday 11  August and 
Saturday 12  August. The doors will 
open at 9am each day.

The main event will be at the East 
End Skate Rink, Nobs Line, East End 
Beach, New Plymouth. On display will 
be more than 25 different categories, 
including collectables, a NZ section, 
children’s books and novels, sorted 
alphabetically.

The other venue will be the East End 
Surf Lifesaving Club, Nobs Line, East 
End Beach,  New Plymouth. Here will 
be displayed the $2 books which are of 
a good quality, but not up to the calibre 
of those displayed in the main event.

All the money raised will stay in the 
community to help in many good causes 
which include the foodbank, addiction 
services, recovery programmes, prison 
reintegration, social housing, life skill 
programmes and much more.

Come along and meet out team while 
browsing for books. See how you can 
connect with the Salvation Army in 
some way going forward. We love to 
engage further with people we serve.

Book 
sale has 
thousands 
of great 
books on 
offer

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake
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What’s On Listings

ONGOING 
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in 
Opunake: Playing several days and 
nights each week. Refer timetable in 
newspaper.
MONDAYS: Tainui Day Centre - St 
Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman 
Street Opunake: Each Monday 
10 am - 12:30 pm. Information call 
Jenny 7618080 or Glenys 6558025 
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every 
Tuesday 10am. Meet outside Club 
Hotel on Havelock St. Phone 
Margaret 027 477 5600 for more info 
if needed, or just turn up.
WEDNESDAYS
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal 
Care, Opunake: Wednesdays  9am - 
5pm, for an appointment call 027 591 
4222 - 0800 555 676
Okato & District Historical Society 
open every Wednesday: At the 
Okato Community Trust Hall, 47 
Cumming St, Okato. phone Meg on 
06 752 4566. 
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month, 10.30am-3pm at the Opunake 
Business Centre, Napier St, Opunake. 
Just come along or phone Sheryl 06 
761 8769.
Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, 
Okato 4pm to5 .30pm.
Free singing experience with 
Taranaki Harmony Chorus:  Meet 
every Wednesday at Inglewood 
Mamaku Centre, 7-9.30 pm Phone 
Helen 021 296 0700.
THURSDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers:  Meet 2nd  
Thursday of every month at 7pm at 
Butlers Reef Bar & Cafe, Oakura. 
Egmont Euchre Club: Every 
Thursday 1pm at the Opunake 
Bowling Club. Inquiries, 06 761 8277 
or 06 761 8337
Taranaki Country Music Hall 
of Fame, Manaia: Running every 
Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf 
Highway, South Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association 
Friday Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, 
Carpark of Touch Point, High Street, 
Eltham.
Singer Songwriters, New 
Plymouth: Last Friday of the month 
at Little Theatre, 29 Aubrey St, NP 
from 7-11pm.
APRIL 7 TO  NOVEMBER 6
State of Nature exhibition: 
PukeAriki Museum, New Plymouth.
JUNE 17  TO OCTOBER 1 
Flashback Exhibition: At the 
PukeAriki Museum, New Plymouth
JULY 14 TO  AUGUST 14
He Korowai Mahana - To 
be cloaked in the comfort of 
whakapapa exhibition: At from out 
of the blue studio gallery, 18 Halse 
Place, Opunake

JULY 30
Cape Egmont Sea Rescue Trust AGM: Cape Egmont Boat Club, Warea, 12pm.
JULY 31
Opunake Boardriders Club AGM: At the Pavilion, Opunake Main Beach, 7pm.
AUGUST 1 TO 25
NOW! Melanie Fleet exhibition: At the Village Gallery, Eltham.
AUGUST 2 TO 6
Winter Feastval Taranaki: See ad and editorial in the July 27 issue of OCN for details
AUGUST 6
Opunake Players Auditions for their production of Try this for size: 1.30pm and 7pm at the Lakeside Playhouse.
Opunake Surf Livesaving AGM: 6.45pm at the Clubrooms, Beach Rd, Opunake.
AUGUST 10, 11, 12
Salvation Army Book Fair: At East End Skate Rink and East End Surf Club, New Plymouth.
AUGUST 15
Opunake Cottage Rest Home AGM: Coastal Care Health and Community Centre, Opunake.
AUGUST 26
Te Korowai o Ngaruahine Trust Group AGM: At Aotearoa Pa, Okaiawa, 9.15am.
OCTOBER 5 TO 15
Cirque Olio: At the TSB Showplace. 
OCTOBER 27 TO NOVEMBER 5
Taranaki Garden Festival

The next issue of the Opunake & 
Coastal News is due out on August 10. 
If you would like to contribute please 
phone us on 06 761 7016.

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK
HAWERA 4-DAY-OLD CALF SALES

Every Monday
Egmont A&P Showgrounds

Contact:
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511
Sheldon Keech - 027 222 7920
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72 Tasman Street, Opunake | www.everybodystheatre.co.nz
Adults $12 | Students 4-16yrs and Senior Citizens $10 | Under 4yrs Free

Country Cabaret
1hr 50mins | M= Thu 27 Jul 7PM | Sun 30

Jul 1PM

Mission: Impossible - Dead Reckoning
Part One

2hr 43mins | M= Fri 28 Jul 7PM

Barbie
1hr 54mins | PG= Sat 29 Jul 1PM

Oppenheimer
3hr | M= Sat 29 Jul 7PM

My Sailor, My Love
1hr 42mins | PG= Sun 30 Jul 7PM

Meg 2: The Trench
1hr 56mins | M= Thu 03 Aug 7PM

Corners of the Earth: Kamchatka
1hr 34mins | TBC= Fri 04 Aug 7PM

Elemental
1hr 49mins | PG= Sat 05 Aug 1PM

Gran Turismo
30mins | TBC= Sat 05 Aug 3PM

John Farnham: Finding the Voice
1hr 36mins | M= Sat 05 Aug 7PM

Chevalier
1hr 48mins | M= Sun 06 Aug 2PM

Country Cabaret
Offensive language &
suicide references | 1hr
50mins | Rated: M
Thu 27 Jul 7PM

Mission: Impossible -
Dead Reckoning Part
One
Violence | 2hr 43mins |
Rated: M
Fri 28 Jul 7PM

GOT COWS
THAT
AREN'T
QUITE... ALL
THERE?

Kane Barrett 
027 403 6469

www.affco.co.nz

 
Brendon Kelly
027 664 6605

www.silverfernfarms.com

 
Bruce Thompson
027 445 5285  or

 
Nigel Corbett 
027 453 7602

www.anzcofoods.com

Church Services - Manaia, Kaponga, 
Opunake, Pungarehu, Okata, Oakura

Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday

Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Okato Co-operating Parish

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: 8.30am every 2nd and 4th Sundays 

of the month
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st, 3rd Sat at 5pm
(2nd, 4th & 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs)

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday

Come along or contact 
Belinda Philp

027 935 6191

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

Okato – St. Paul’s – Sunday Service every 1st and 3rd  
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Oakura – St. James – Sunday Service every 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Mid-week Service – Okato – St. Paul’s – 
Pew for You, every 3rd Thursday of each month, 

4.30pm-6.00pm

St Patricks Catholic Church, Kaponga
2nd, 4th and 5th Saturdays of the month Mass at 6pm.

However during winter the time will be 5pm i.e. Saturday 
10th June, 24th June and 8th July. After this date the time 

will revert back to 6pm.
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion at 8.45am.
Thursday Mass 9.30am (subject to change).

CHURCH SERVICES

He Korowai Mahana - To Be Cloaked In The 
Comfort Of Whakapapa. 

The exhibition by Donna Dinsdale is on now 
at from out of the blue studio gallery. 18 Halse 
Place, Opunake. 4616. Thursdays to Mondays 
1-5 pm or by appointment, phone 021 407 424.

Stepping into the gallery the visitor is 
immediately ‘wrapped’ in a sense of warmth, 
comfort and beauty, as the eye dances across the 
colourful mannequins and stunning photo drops 
that fi ll the space. At fi rst glance this exhibition 
appears to be an acknowledgement of a very 
skilful seamstress who has chosen to use our 
NZ Heritage Woollen Blankets as her preferred 
material. And while this fi rst impression is 
totally true it is just a taster of the delights Donna 
has crafted into each of the complex conceptual 
works. This exhibition spans a fi ve year period 
of Donna’s art and design practice. 

The main view window holds all the magic and 
delight of Wāhine Toa, a 2022 fi nalist at The 
World of Wearable Art Awards, Wellington. 
Wāhine Toa, in the shape of the Matariki Star, 
celebrates the spirit of hope, refl ection and unity 
arising from the Covid pandemic period and 
particularly poignant at this time of our year. 
There are parts of 55 different blankets in the 
gown while the head piece is crafted from more 
than 100 handmade plaits referencing the Māori 
Poi.

New work made for this exhibition 
acknowledges Donna’s ancestral roots in 
Taranaki, telling the story of Dudley Lewis 
Stagpoole - a Lance Corporal in the 27 (Machine 
Gun) Battalion in World War II. One of three 
children to Martin Dudley Stagpoole and Edith 
Blanche (nee Luxton) of New Plymouth Dudley 
signed up for the army and 
proudly went off by sea to the 
war. He wrote home daily to 
his mother until being killed 
in action aged 32 years on 14 
July 1942. The family holds 
this treasured archive and it 
is from here that Donna has 
drawn her inspiration and her 
content to create a two piece 
work that truly celebrates the 
deep bond between mother 

He Korowai Mahana - To Be Cloaked
In The Comfort Of Whakapapa - 
Donna Dinsdale

and son. Military issue vintage woollen blankets are overlaid with images 
of the people and the correspondence, embellished with family taonga, 
creating vessels of honour and reverence that all peoples can relate to and 
connect with.

The signifi cance of Matariki and the rising of hope, dream for better 
things to come, recognition of sacrifi ces and mahi undertaken that we 
pause to consider at this time is running as a deep current through all 
the subtle and complex statements Donna has crafted into her works. 
Each one speaks of a dream for a better, richer, stronger world going 
forward while drawing deeply into our cultural roots to create the best of 
foundations to build on. 

One of the works in the exhibition.

If you would like to contribute to the Opunake & Coastal News, 
please phone us on 06 761 7016.
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HCL BUILDERS for 
alterations.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Call us on 

06 761 7016 
TO SEE HOW THE 

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS 

CAN HELP YOUR ADVERTISING 
REACH YOUR 

TARGET AUDIENCE

FOR ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS

LAWNMOWING, and 
section maintenance by local 
contractor SOS. Free quote. 
Ph 027 605 8437.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS DUE OUT ON AUGUST 10

MOVING? 
Subscribe to the 

Opunake & 
Coastal News 
and we’ll post 
you a paper as 
soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

Stevenson Calf  Rearing
MILK & COLOSTRUM WANTED

Picking up 24/7
Our tanker handles large volumes
Ph. Mark or Trish on 0800 350 340 or txt 
027 495 2897 E: markstevo@xtra.co.nz

Troy Stevenson 027 469 7636
E: troystevo@gmail.com

The next issue of the 
Opunake & Coastal 
News is due out on August 
10.  If you would like to 
contribute, or advertise, 
call us on 06 761 7016.

PUBLIC NOTICES

HAWERA BUDGET 
Advisory Service. Wed 
9am to 12pm. Coastal Care, 
Opunake by appointment. 
Starting Feb 8th 2023 
and fortnightly thereafter. 
Contact us by phone: 0800 
333 048 (free from mobile). 
Facebook page: Hawera 
Budget Advisory Service. 
Email: info@hawerabudget.
co.nz

Applications are now open for tertiary students to apply to the

Opunake Rahotu Veterinary Trust
for financial assistance.

To qualify for this grant you must be currently studying or in an 
apprenticeship and have a relationship to the Taranaki Coastal Farming 

Community (Okato - Kaponga – Oeo)

Applications close 31st July 2023.  Request a form by emailing:
ORVTrust@gmail.com

Completed forms can then be emailed back or by post to:
The Secretary
PO Box 117

Opunake 4616

SCRAP METAL - for 
all scrap metal Taranaki 
wide, give us a call. Molten 
Metals (06) 751 5367.  
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584.

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After 
Disaster Ltd 223 Devon St 
West, NP. Phone (06) 769 
9265 

HCL BUILDERS for 
concrete work.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

TRADES & SERVICES

WANTED TO BUY

TO LET

23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis

Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning 
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear 

of building on King Street.
Inquiries to Clare Moss - Ph 06 278 4169

clare.moss@hughson.co.nz

CALF MILK wanted. Any 
amount. Cash on pickup, 
Opunake. Cindy, 027 240 
2787.

 
Opunake District Rest Home Trustees cordially invite you 

to their  
A.G.M. 

Tuesday 15 August 2023, 7pm at  Coastal Care Health 
and Community Centre - Community Lounge 

ALL WELCOME 

Opunake Cottage Rest Home 
 Unique, small, passionate family centred, providing: 

 Short Term Respite/ Rehabilitation Care 
 Hospice/ Palliative Care 
 Long Term Rest Home Level of Care 
 Day Services 
 Young Persons Disability 
 Meals on Wheels 

Phone 06 761 8009, http://www.opunakeresthome.co.nz 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Annual General Mee�ng of the Te Korowai o 
Ngāruahine Trust Group will be held at Aotearoa Pā, 63 Has�ngs Road, 
Okaiawa on Saturday 26 August 2023.  All Ngāruahine uri are invited to a�end. 
9.15 am Whakatau 
9.30 am Morning tea
10.00am AGM commences
Agenda 
1. Welcome 
2. Apologies (by resolution) 
3. Pouwhakarae Message 
4. Confirma�on of Minutes of the 2022 AGM (by resolution) 
5. Chair’s Reports
     a. Te Korowai o Ngāruahine Trust 

b. Te Kīwai Mauī o Ngāruahine Limited 
6. Annual Audited Financial Statements (by resolution)
7. Appointment of the Auditor 2023/24 (by resolution) 
9. Presenta�on of Trustees’ remunera�on 2023/24 (by resolution) 
10. General Business 
Hākari will follow.
We encourage all uri to register in advance for this event.  You can register your 
a�endance for the AGM or no�fy your apology by online survey at 
h�ps://www.research.net/r/TKoNTAGM23.  A digital copy of the 2023 Annual Report 
will be available to download from our website www.ngaruahine.iwi.nz from 31 July 
2023.  
The AGM is being live streamed for uri who cannot a�end in person. Informa�on 
regarding the AGM live streaming will be shared on our Facebook page and our 
website. 
A representa�ve for the Independent Returning Officer and a wāhi pō� (ballot box) 
will be at the hui for adult registered members in the Kānihi-Umutahi and Ngā� Tū 
hapū electorates to cast their vote for Trustee Elec�ons 2023. 
Te Aorangi Dillon 
Tumu Whakarae 
info@ngaruahine.iwi.nz

2023 Hui-a-tau
Annual General Meeting

Opunake Surf Life Saving
AGM

Wednesday August 16, 2023 at 6.45pm
Venue - Opunake SLSNZ Clubrooms,

Beach Street, Opunake
Apologies to Trish Rankin 

opunakesurflifesaving@gmail.com

Day to Day Relievers
If you are interested in day to day relieving, 

we would really like to hear from you.  
We are a small Coastal Taranaki School, with very 

collegial and supportive staff.  
Please contact the principal directly at 
principal@opunakeprimary.school.nz 

or ring the school office on 06 7618367.
We look forward to hearing from you.

GARAGE SALE
Estate. Saturday July 29, 

9am-12 noon. 
47 Domett St, Opunake.
Kitchenware, beds, dryer, 
fridge, TVs, cabinet, table, 

chairs, linen, towels, 
cutlery, crockery. 

No EFTPOS. Cash only.

GARAGE SALES



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, July 27, 202328    MERIT CARS

PROOF

advertisingproofcustomer MERITCARS publishing 12/15/21
advert ID AU-8821720AL (98%) publication NTH TARANAKI MIDWEEK

booked size M8X8 section BACK PAGE
dimensions 25.4X36.6, cms width by height proofed 10/12/2021 4:21:09 PM

Please check your proof carefully and approve it or submit
corrections by the Final Proof Alterations deadline.

You can now approve or submit changes to your ad within the ATOL system at a time that suits you. Just follow the link in
your ad proof email to view your ad, then click the APPROVE or CORRECTIONS button right from there - no new emails required!

makes every rt to create advertisements to meet your needs. Please note in some instances we may be unable to supply additional proofs due to complexity of the request or deadline constraints.
© This advertisement has been created as a service of It cannot be reproduced without permission. If you wish to use this material elsewhere, please contact your sales support coordinator. Charges will apply.
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$22,995

$14,995

$15,995 

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY -  SEE ONSITE SPECIALS 

VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

 
$10,995

NOW $22,995

$11,995  $26,995

ONLY $18,995

 2016 Subaru IMPREZA
POPULAR HATCH

2WD, Boxer Engine, 1590cc, Petrol, CVT, 71kms

 $15,995

2020 Ford Escape TREND
2.0L Turbo AWD

Auto Headlights, NZ Navigation, Reversing 
Camera, Collision Avoidance, Keyless Entry and 

Ignition, 1999cc, Petrol, Auto, 52kms

2014 HYUNDAI IX35 GDi 2.0 AUTO 
STYLISH NZ NEW SUV, 2WD, Reversing Cam, 

Parking Sensors, 5 seats, 2000cc, Petrol, Auto, 
155kms

$9,995 

2018 Mazda 3 GLX 2.0 
POPULAR NZ NEW HATCH

2WD, Reversing Camera, Cruise Control, i-Stop, 
Keyless entry and ignition, Steering Wheel Controls, 

1998cc, Petrol, Auto, 110kms 

2011 TOYOTA RACTIS
2WD, 1329cc, Petrol, 5 door hatchback, 

5 seats, CVT, 72kms

NOW $22,995

2014 Holden Captiva LT

2013 NISSAN NAVARA KINGCAB 2.5D 
4WD RX NZ NEW 4WD

Flatdeck Ideal Farm Ute, 6 Speed Manual, Diesel 
Turbo, ABS Brakes, Stability Control, Dual Airbags, 
Cruise Control, Air Con, Remote Central Locking, 

Electric Windows, Stereo, Bullbar with Side Steps.

 $31,995

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 • Jamie Henry  021 556 223

2013 Ford Territory TITANIUM RWD
Great Value, Cruise Control, Auto Headlights, 

Reversing Camera, 7 seats, 3984cc, Petrol, Auto, 
266kms

2020 Ssangyong TIVOLI SPORT 
ONE PRIVATE OWNER, LOW KMS

2WD, Cruise Control, Reversing Camera, Steering 
Wheel Controls, Turbo, 1498cc, Petrol, Auto, 27kms 

2015 Ford Ranger XL DOUBLE CAB 
W/S A

2WD, Cruise Control. Tow Bar, 5 seats, 3198cc, 
Diesel Turbo, Auto, 123kms

2009 Toyota CAMRY GL SEDAN
Auto Headlights, Cruise Control, 2362cc, Petrol, 

Auto, 175kms

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR QUALITY
VEHICLES. FINANCE AND INSURANCE FROM 

ZERO DEPOSIT AND ALL ON-ROAD COSTS
INCLUDED IN PRICE.

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL:
2020 Holden Equinox LT

BLACK EDITION, LOW KMs, Autonomous Emergency Braking, Keyless 
Entry & Ignition, 1490cc, Petrol, 6 Speed Auto, 39kms

$25,995

Great Value Low Km's SUV, 2WD, Auto Headlights, 
Roof Rails, Cruise Control, 2384cc, Petrol, 6 Speed 

Auto, 96kms

2013 Kia Sportage URBANEX 
2.0P6A/SW5D5

GREAT VALUE, Auto Headlights & Wipers, Cruise 
Control, Tow Bar, Reversing Camera, 1998cc, 

Petrol, Auto, 108kms

ONLY $16,995 $31,995

$15,995

155kms

$11,995

SAVE $2000

Petrol, Auto, 108kms

ONLY $16,995

ONLY $18,995

$22,995

 $26,995

,

$14,995

Auto, 96kms

$25,995
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